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The first of a New Series 


by 
KATHLEEN FIDLER 


The Deans 


Move In 


* 


In this, the first of the new Deans books, Sally, 
David and Buffin move to Wigan with their parents 
bringing a kitten, a hedgehog and a hive of bees. 
There they meet Camille and the mysterious de 
Beckers and find adventure waiting for them next 
door. Children who like the Brydons will like the 
Deans even more. 


Illustrated 6s. net 


LUTTERWORTH PRESS 
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RING OUT 


BOW BELLS! 


CYNTHIA HARNETT 


A thrilling story of Whittington’s 
London written and illustrated 

wame by the author of The Wool- 
MO) Pack, the Carnegie Medal 
winner. 10s6d 


THE AUSTRALIA BOOK 
EVE POWNALL 


With the Queen’ s forthcoming visit to Australia, this chronicle 
of the country’s history, with its unique coloured pictures, 
should be popular with children at home and at school. 10s6d 


NORMAN AND HENRY BONES 
INVESTIGATE 
ANTHONY C. WILSON 


Four strange and exciting tales from the Norman and Henry 
Bones stories which form one of the most popular features of 


the radio Children’s Hour programme. Illustrated. 9s6d. 


Story Biographies 
New Volumes 


CAPTAIN SMITH AND POCAHONTAS 
J. M. SCOTT 


The extraordinary adventures of John Smith among American 
Indians. Illustrated. 9s6d 


ELIZABETH FRY 
KITTY BARNE 


The life-story of a truly great woman, the famous 19th century 
prison reformer. Illustrated. 9s6d 


METHUEN & CO. LTD. 
36, Essex St., London, W.C.2 




















Gillian Bell 


16-year-old author of the children’s book of the year 


BLACK MARIGOLDS 


Virginia Graham : 
“Little short of brilliant. Exquisitely heartless and 
admirably written. She has all the makings of a 
first-class humorist.” 

Noel Streatfeild : 
“A literary find. Not only is the first story original, 
but the way she writes is most unusual.” 

Nicholas Bentley : 


“It deserves to be extremely successful.” 


Published by Collins on Oct. 12 with John Vereny’s drawings. 




















ALISON UTTLEY 
B The Gypsy Hedgehogs 








R Snug and the 


Chimney-Sweeper 


O 3s 6d each 


W All six earlier titles 1n this K 


series are now available 
again at 3s 6d each ~ 
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Recent Books for Children of All Ages 


THE STORY OF LAZY BUSH-TAIL 
By CONSTANCE WOODHEAD. Illustrated by JOAN WANKLYN 


This is the latest title in the “Prettimouse” series—a delightful set of 
stories about animals, suitable for children of four to eight years. 

these books are printed on art paper and are full of amusing and attractive 
colour illustrations. This new story tells of a lazy squirrel who refused 
to mend his furniture or his clothes. His friends were very upset at his 
lazy ways, but with the help of another squirrel, he learnt his lesson and 
lived happily ever after. 3s. 6d. net. 


THE RED SQUIRREL TWINS 


By JANE TOMPKINS. Illustrated by KURT WIESE 


This story starts with the birth of red squirrel twins in a nest high up 
in an oak tree, and describes their training by the fond and ever-watchful 
parents. Then when they are several months old, the twins experience a 
period of captivity when two children keep them as pets for a time. The 
illustrations add to the value of the story as a true study of the red 
squirrel. For children of about 10 6s. net. 


A JUNGLE PICNIC 
Written and Illustrated by CLIFFORD WEBB 


In this typical Clifford Webb book two children leave England and sail to 
Africa. There they make friends with a little native boy, and this book 
tells of their adventures when they set out for a picnic in the jungle. They 
discover many exciting things, and are lucky enough to see a number of 
Strange animals and birds. The book is fully illustrated with pictures in 
colour of the creatures they sce. Reading age 8 upwards. 8s. 6d. net. 


THE PARAGON LIBRARY 


The latest titles in the Paragon Library for boys and girls of 12 to 16 are: 
The Leopard Men by Fames Shaw (strange and perilous adventures in the 
African jungle); Young Solario by Marjorie A. Sindall (a light-hearted 
family story, with an artistic background); and Wheels to the West by 
Betty E. Spence (a most unusual story of a holiday spent cycling from Essex 
to Bath via many beautiful West Country towns and villages). The last 
two titles are for girls. 7s. net each. 


THE CROWN LIBRARY 


There are four new titles in the Crown Library, for readers of 11 to 14 
Drummer’s Hall by }. E. Taylor tells of adventures in Cornwall in Nap- 
oleonic times; and The Golden Gryphon by Captain T. Thompson is a story 
of the discovery of a hoard of gold ornaments on the island of Crete 
For girls the new titles are: Madcap Melody by fFudith Carr, a school 
story that is different; and Ceva of the Caradocs by Lydia S. Eliott, a story 
of a brave British girl who lived at the time of the Roman Emperor 
Hadrian 7s. net each. 


THE OBSERVER’S POCKET SERIES 
This famous Series now covers all aspects of Natural History, as well as 
Ships, Aircraft, Architecture, Dogs, Horses and Ponies, and Music. The 
latest addition to the Series is The Observer's Book of Common British 
Insects and Spiders. All the books are written by authorities on their 
various subjects and are copiously illustrated in colour and black and 
white. For all ages. Ss. net each. 


FREDERICK WARNE & CO. LTD. 
1-4 BEDFORD COURT, LONDON, W.C.2. 













































































@@e= J. M. DENT & Sons Ltd 


x Aldine House, 10-13 Bedford Street, London, W.C.2 
CHILDREN’S BOOK DEPARTMENT 











New Stories 


Admiral’s Walk KITTY BARNE 


Delightful story, with real people and amusing detail, of Gay’s life with her 
mother in a lovely country house and garden left by her admiral grand- 
father. Illustrated by MARY GERNAT. 8s. 6d 


Delia Daly of Galloping Green PATRICIA LYNCH 


The fortunes of a young Irish family will fascinate young readers in this new 
story by the author of The Turf-cutter’s Donkey stories, etc. Illustrated by 
JOAN KIDDELL-MONROE. 8s. 6d. 


Storm on the Marsh VIOLA BAYLEY 
Collins Young Elizabethan Book of the Month for July. 


“A first-class story . . very exciting . . all the characters are so well drawn. 
My goodness, how you will enjoy it!”—NOEL STREATFEILD. Illustrated by 
SHEILA MACGREGOR. 8s. 6d. 


For Younger Children 


Pipkin the Woodmouse ROSALIE FRY 


A story-book for younger children, beautifully illustrated by the author, 
telling of Pipkin’s realistic adventures in the woodland world. 7s. 6d. 


Minikin’s Visit MARY D. HILLYARD 
A five-year-old, called Minikin because she was ‘small and nice,’ visits her 
Grannie and sees all the happy things in the old rectory that had delighted 
Mother in her young life. Jilustrated by A. H. WATSON. 7s. 6d. 


Peter Platypus INEZ HOGAN 
A picture-story book written and illustrated for the quite young, about 
— setting out to find out why he was not like any other animals > rey 
world. . 6d. 





DENT’S Children’s Illustrated Classics 


Latest of the 22 volumes now published, with full-colour plates and drawings 
in the text, decorative bindings, and colour jackets: 


GOOD WIVES Louisa M. Alcott 
Illustrated by Ss. VAN ABBE. 8s. 6d. 


THE FURTHER ADVENTURES OF NILS_ Selma Lagerlof 
Illustrated by HANS BAUMHAUER. 8s. 6d. 


KING ARTHUR & THE ROUND TABLE A. M. Hadfield 
Illustrated by DONALD SETON CAMMELL. IIs. 6d 


DON QUIXOTE Miguel de Crewe 
Illustrated by W. HEATH ROBINSON. LIs. 6d. 








Kaira wet BS wee by 


Bete meer cm 


Simon 


Rosemary Sutcliff’s first book for 
older boys and girls is a vigorous 
novel concerning the Civil War. 

10s 6d net 


A Valley Grows Up 


In full-colour pictures andasimple 
text, Edward Osmond tells the 
story of one corner of England 
12s 6d net 


through the ages. 


Annabel 
and Bryony 


Marjorie Phillips. The most 
convincing fairy story we’ve 
ever read. 10s 6d net 


Policeman 


in the Family 


Laurence Meynell. A new 
Oxford Career Book. 9s 6d net 


SLY Sa Sy PRO woay 


by Pauline Baynes 
from 
Annabel! and Bryony 


Hotel Doorway 


Lorna Lewis. A new Oxford 
Career Book. Qs 6d net 


An Actor’s 


Life for Me 


Roland Pertwee. A new 
Oxford Career Book. 9s 6d net 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
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Autumn Favourites 
s 


These are the offerings from our 





- 
——_ 


better-known authors this Autumn. 


The list has never been stronger. 


DAVID SEVERN Drumbeats! 


A startling and original departure from his 
‘Warner’ and ‘Crusoe’ books. Young Elizabethan 


| Book of the Month, 


**An extraordinary book, beautifully written.”” 
NOEL STREATFEILD 
Illustrated by Richard Kennedy. 7s 6d 


M. E. ATKINSON The Barnstormers 
Illustrated by Charlotte Hough. gs 6d 


NORMAN DALE The Valley of the Snake 


With a four-colour title page. 8s 6d 


FRANK CRISP The Weird Archer gs 6d 


MARGARET Jj. BAKER 
A Castle and Sixpence 
Illustrated by Peggy Fortnum 9s 6d 


THE BODLEY HEAD LTD. 
28 LITTLE RUSSELL STREET - mee 
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FABER BOOKS 


The Story of Michelangelo AGNES ALLEN 


The life and times of the great genius of Renaissance Italy. 
By the author of The Story of Painting etc. With plates. 12/6 


To See the Queen ANN SHEAD 
Anticipating next year’s Royal visit to Australia, this is the 
very original story of five children riding 100 miles across the 
outback. ‘All so true to life, so real and up-to-date.’-—LIONEL 
GAMLIN: Children’s Hour. With drawings. 9/6 


Detectives in Wales JEAN HENSON 
The fifth book of adventures concerning the Holloway children, 
whose love of birds and animals is equalled only by their instinct 
for finding trouble. With drawings. 9/6 


Rogue’s Yarn JOHN NEWSOM 
A holiday on the Norfolk Broads which didn’t turn out to be 
all plain sailing: the children track down rogues in an exciting 


and plausible manner. With drawings. 9/6 
People with Six Legs MARY BOSANQUET 
The natural history is accurate in these vivid stories of Belinda’s 
journey to the world of insects. With drawings. 7/6 
Mouse Tash AFLECK GRAVES 


Mice and a thrilling motor cycle scramble on the breakfast table 
—characters and events well worthy to succeed Ostrobogulous 
Pigs. With drawings. 8/6 


Fifofus and the Red Indians 
NORMAN MOMMENS 


Small boys (and small tomboys!) will love this story of a young 
lion who hated the coarse jungle grass tickling his tummy. 
With drawings in colour on every page. 7/6 


Polly’s Oats MARC SIMONT 
‘Small children will adore poor Polly, working carthorse who 
gets no oats, and the way Mr. Simont’s drawing register her 
emotions. —Good Housekeeping. With drawings. 7/6 


999909999999 99999999OO 






OOOO 9OO9999O990999090990999O009 


9999099909909 




















BLACKIE’S AUTUMN TITLES 





LIBRARY BINDINGS — ALL ILLUSTRATED 





SIXPENNY HOLIDAY 
M. E. MATTHEWS 9s 6d net 
A camping-cycling adventure. 


THE THUNDERBEAST 
IAN MORE 7s 6d net 
A fairy tale full of magic and excitement. 


HOW TO FLY 
Written and illustrated by L. C. BAGLEY 


A book every boy will want to read. Information for the 
budding pilot—including latest jet planes. 7s 6d net 


13 full-colour plates and 56 line illustrations. 


BOB STRICKLAND’S LOG 
PERCY F. WESTERMAN 8s 6d net 
A thrilling story of the East Indianmen. 


ALISON’S PONY ADVENTURE 
SHEILA STUART 7s 6d net 
Mystery in the Western Highlands. 


THE MYSTERY OF THE TREES 
FRANCES C. WRIGHT 7s 6d net 
Schoolgirl detectives solve a strange puzzle. 
































for boys and girls 
PAMELA BROWN’S 


Harlequin 
Corner 


Harlequin Corner was a delight to Nicola, Candy and 
Crispian from the moment they set foot in the Soho 
courtyard, and realised they were to spend their holidays 
at a theatrical costumier’s. Mystery sprang up in these 
unusual surroundings — exciting for the girls with their love of the theatre, 
and Crispian whose sole ambition was to become a detective. Undoubtedly 
Pamela Brown’s best book to date. Colour frontispiece and 6 full page line 
illustrations by Marcia Lane Foster. 8s 6d 


The Island Castle 
MARY FITT 


A Turkish island forms the unusual background to this exciting story about 
an English boy who goes out there to join a school friend, but finds him 
missing. The tale has a thrilling climax when a great statue on a mountain- 
side suddenly appears to come to life to do battle with the enemy — just 
in time. Illustrated by Peggy Fortnum. 8s 6d 


Curlew Jon 
MARIBEL EDWIN 


A dramatic story set in Scotland about a shy and lonely boy who makes 
friends with the birds and beasts around him. His adventures include the 
breaking-up of a gang of vicious salmon poachers, and much valuable 
nature lore is interleaved in this exciting story. Colour frontispiece and 
many line drawings by Joan Kiddell-Monroe. 8s 6d 


Act One 
JANETTE SCOTT 


Though still only 13 years of age Janette Scott is a star in her own right 
both on stage and film; her best known part to date was that of the 
scientist’s daughter in the film of Nevil Shute’s novel No Highway. Modestly 
and sensibly this young actress-author tells the story of her own life largely 
spent in the theatres where her mother, Thora Hird, was acting. Coloured 
frontispiece and several half-tone illustrations. 7s 6d 


NELSON 
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8 cheap editions now published of 


BUNKLE 


BOOKS AT 


5/- 


THE FAR ISLAND 
FOUR PLUS BUNKLE 
BUNKLE BEGAN IT 
BUNKLE BUTTS IN 
BUNKLE BOUGHT IT 
BUNKLE BREAKS AWAY 
BUNKLE AND BELINDA 
BUNKLE BAFFLES THEM 


by 
M. PARDOE 


“One of the few child heroes who go on improving 
with acqaintance.”—Birmingham Post. 


“The perfect hero for ten and eleven year olds.” — 
Liverpool Daily Post 
all illustrated 





the new Bunkle is 


BUNKLE SCENTS A CLUE 





8s.6d. net 








ROUTLEDGE & KEGAN PAUL 
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16 pages of 
Bookcases 


ie If you are looking for bookcases . . 
; whether for your own home 

» or for the school . . the easiest way 
to find exactly what you want 

is to glance through the new 
PHOENIX Catalogue. PHOENIX make bookcases only and 
really know the subject . . glass-fronted bookcases, open 
bookcases, models with cupboards, sectional bookcases 
(including the famous UNIX chosen for the South Bank 
Exhibition), adjustable bookcases . . all the finest in present- 
day design and incomparably today’s best for value-plus- 
quality. We know the tight margins of school equipment 
budgets, and how much you and I want to spend on book- 
cases: PHOENIX prices are tailored to fit. Write or ‘phone 
for the catalogue to-day, or come and see the whole range 
at our showroom just by St. Martin-in-the-Fields. 


Right Model C, four shelf 
bookcase in Solid Oak, 
Nigerian Cedar or Mahog- 
any, with 11 ft. 6 ins. of 
shelf-room. 


Price from £5 18s. 7d. 


PHOENIX 
first for 


Bookcases 


THE PHOENIX GALLERY Dept J2 
38 William IV Street, London WC2 
TEMple Bar 0525 





Proprietors: Phoenix House Ltd. 



































A Grand New Series for Boys and Girls 


STAR BOOKS 


Here is a grand new series of books for boys and 
girls between the ages of eleven and fifteen. Among the 
first titles are works by authors whose names are already 
well-known to youthful readers: Kingsley Foster, 
- Judith M. Berrisford and F. R. Gillman. In their latest 
books they have combined excitement with humour, 
imagination with realism, and have written stories that 
boys and girls will find of absorbing interest. 


Strongly bound, vividly illustrated, with colourful 
jackets, this series offers some of the best in children’s 
fiction today. 

A New Addition to the Series 


JOKER THE FOXHOUND 


JUDITH M. BERRISFORD 6/6 net 
Also available 

TIMBER Judith M. Berrisford 

RED ROCKET—MYSTERY HORSE Judith M. Berrisford 

JONATHAN LAMB, DETECTIVE! Kingsley Foster 


THE BOY PRINCE OF WESTERLAND F. R. Gillman 
7/6 net each 

GIMLET COMES HOME Capt. W. E. Johns 

GIMLET GOES AGAIN Capt. W. E. Johns 


GIMLET KING OF THE COMMANDOS 
Capt. W. E. Johns 
6/6 net each 


Write for a copy of our Catalogue 
Selected Books for the Young Reader 


UNIVERSITY OF LONDON PRESS LTD. 
Warwick Square London, E.C.4 
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THAMES @ HUDSON 


Fust Published 
TEEN AGE DANCE BOOK Betty White 


Betty White is at present teaching modern dancing to 
hundreds of teen agers under the sponsorship of the Parent 
Teachers Associations in the schools of Westchester County, 
New York. Her book covers all contemporary dances and 
includes helpful ideas of Introduction, Dress, how to 
organise School and Club Dances, etc. Her approach to her 
subject is sane and practical, and her book is written in a 
style that will appeal to teen agers of both sexes. 








La. Cr. 8vo 140 Drawings and Clothbound 10s.6d. 
Foot Diagrams Paper Boards 7s.6d. 

Ready Nov. 9 

HOW TO MAKE MOBILES John Lynch 


These fascinating new art forms can be readily made by older 
children, and can be put to functional as well as decorative 
uses. The author, himself a professional maker of mobiles, 
gives extremely clear instructions, which are backed up by 
67 photographs and diagrams. The materials used—card- 
board, wire, metal, glass and paint—are all readily obtainable. 


Demy 8vo 67 illustrations 12s.6d, 


FABULOUS BEASTS Peter Lum 


A fascinating collection of legends which have been woven 
round many fantastic creatures of myth and fable, including 
unicorns, dragons and mermaids, with some suggestions as 
to their origins. 

“Intelligent readers between 10 and 15 will particularly 
delight in them.” — Times Literary Supplement 

Demy 8vo Illustrated 15s.0d. 
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THE PRISONER’S FRIEND 
PATRICK PRINGLE 
The story of Elizabeth Fry, the great Quaker prison reformer, 


specially related for older boys and girls. 
With 18 half-tone illustrations. 7/6 net 


THE ADMIRAL’S SECRET 
AYLMER HALL 


An ingenious and exciting junior novel of intrigue and espionage. 
All youngsters interested in ciphers will enjoy this book. 6/6 net 


Colonel The Good Little 
Crock Christmas Tree 
ANNETTE MILLS URSULA M. WILLIAMS 
A new character companion Again available is _ this 
for Muffin the Mule ; T.V. charming story for younger 
debut just made. Fully boys and girls. Illustrated. 
illustrated. 5/- net 5/- net 











“ue GEORGE G. HARRAP & CO.LTID 
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ASKEWS OF PRESTON 


The firm whose reputation stands second 
to none as suppliers of library books for young 
people of all ages. 





Large and varied selection. Immense 
stocks, spacious showrooms. Inspection 
cordially invited. 


JAMES ASKEW & SON, LTD. 


CORPORATION ST. — PRESTON B 
TEL. 5049 Preemie 




















THE SILKEN SECRET 


By GEOFFREY TREASE 


Illustrated by ALAN JESSETT 











La. Cr. 8vo. Cloth 9s. 6d. net 








A full blooded historical adventure set in London and 
Derbyshire at the end of the eighteenth century. This is 
Geoffrey Trease at his best. The story has already 
appeared in a shortened form in the Children’s Newspaper. 


BASIL BLACKWELL 








NEW BOOKS FOR YOUNG AND OLDER CHILDREN 


Railway Series, 8 | The latest title in a series which needs no introduc- 
tion, This is Gordon’s own book, and thousands of 
Rev. W. Awdry | children are waiting for it. 

GORDON THE | 4 x 5iin., fully bound, 64 pages, 30 full-page four- 
BIG ENGINE | colour plates. READY OCTOBER. 4/6 net 
















: First title in the AQUARIUS ADVENTURE 
A new Series | | TBRARY for boys and girls of 10 to 14. This 
story, sensibly written and well illustrated, tells of 
Peter Ewart the adventures while boating of three high-spirited 
BEETLE UP children and how they become involved in a spy- 
THE RIVER | ring. 
Crown 8vo, fully bound, 192 pages, illustrated. 
NOW READY. 7/6 net 
























New Edition New, enlarged edition of a book about children’s 

favourite authors from 1839 to the present day. A 

Roger Lancelyn | treasure-house of information together with a 
Green Bibliography and Index. 

TELLERS Crown 8vo, fully bound, 288 pages. NOW READY 


OF TALES 10/6 net 











EDMUND WARD (Publishers) LTD., 16 NEW ST., LEICESTER 
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NEW 
BELL 


BOOKS 


G. BELL 


& 


SONS 
LTD. 


OLD FASHIONED 
FAIRY TALES 


by MRS. EWING. A re-issue of original ' 
tales written by Mrs. Ewing in the traditional 
style Beautiful illustrations. 6/6 net an. 
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SEVEN ADVENTUROUS WOMEN 


by WINIFRED HOLMES. Author of The Voyage of the Indian 
Brig, etc. The most exciting parts of the lives of famous women 
travellers from Lady Mary Wortley Montague to Amy Johnson. 
Illustrated by J. S. Goodall. 10/6 net 
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CHARLES DARWIN 


by EVELYN CHEESMAN. Author of Marooned in Dubu Cove, 
etc. A biography of the hero of all young naturalists, devoted in 
particular to his early struggles and travels. Illustrated by Geoffrey 





Whittam. 9/6 net 
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Illustration by J. S. Goodall from The Golden Monkey (Macmill 


an). 











3 
= 


™ 


ie 


Se 











THE 
JUNIOR BOOKSHELF 


OcTOoBER, 1953. 








Illustration by D. Braby from The Fearless Treasure (M. Joseph). 


Children’s Books in Sweden 


HE following annotated list of Swedish 
children’s books, among the best of those 
published during 1952, has been prepared by 
Miss Inga Hofvendahl, Children’s Librarian 
of Malmé6, Sweden. It is published here in 
pursuance of Dr. Langfeldt’s suggestion in a previous 
number that a knowledge of what is being published 
in other European countries and considered worth 
while by children’s librarians in those countries, is of 
interest to all who are concerned with children’s 
literature, especially as an aid to international under- 
standing and the cultivation of a common set of ideals 
in the education and upbringing of children, 
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BESKOW, ELSA. Réda busen och gréna bilen (The red 
bus and the green car). Illus. by the authoress. 15 pp. 
Bonniers. 


The authoress dedicates this book to her grandson 
and it contains two amusing stories in verse about his 
favourite toys, the bus and the car. It is very suitable for 
children of 3-6. It is not one of Elsa Beskow’s best 
books, but a new book by this artist and writer of nearly 
80 is always welcome. During her long life she has 
drawn and told stories to many generations of child- 
ren, and it would be hard to overestimate what her 
beautiful and delightful books have meant to them. 
The Association of Swedish Public Libraries has 
shown its great appreciation by presenting her with a 
special specimen of the Nils Holgersson plaque which 
has been awarded annually since 1950 on the annivers- 
ary of Selma Lagerléf’s birthday, November 20th, for 
the best Swedish book for children during the year. 





HELLSING, LENNART. Krakel Spektakel (A _ noisy 
show). Illus. by Stig Lindberg. 93 pp. Raben & 
Sjogren. 

Lennart Hellsing is the nonsense writer of Swedish 
books for children. He has published books of rhymes 
and rigmaroles that are much enjoyed by children. 
This is a kind of absurd legends or stories, full of 
amusing episodes and fancies, of nonsense talk and 
nonsense ideas. The book bubbles with imagination 
and is very entertaining for children who like this kind 
of book. Stig Lindberg’s excellent drawings are in 
appropriate style. The book can be read aloud to 
children of 5-6, but in general I think slightly older 
children enjoy it more, 
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Illustration by I. V. Nyman from Boken om Pippi Langstrump. 














PAGE 162 THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF 





GAMBY, ERIK (Editor). Kraken satt pa tallekvist (The 
crow sat on a fir branch). Gamla barnvisor, rim och 
ramsor samlade och tolkade (Old children’s songs, 
rhymes and rigmaroles collected and interpreted). 
(Stockholm) 1952. 102 pp. Illus. Index. 

A collection of old songs for children, rhymes, rig- 
maroles and riddles. Many people could exclaim with 
a great poet: “Our childhood rustles there.” Gamby 
has in some cases altered the verses slightly, but he has 
done so reverently and carefully. The book which is 
attractive in its clear and tasteful print and make-up, 
should find a home in school libraries (forms 3-5). 


WILLEBRAND-HOLLMERUS, MARGIT VON. Vdgen till 
Puttesson (The road to Puttesson). Illus. by Birgitta 
Nordenskiéld. 156 pp. Raben & Sjégren. 

Mrs. von Willebrand-Hollmerus comes from Fin- 
land and her collection of stories has a bright northern 
tone, and summertime among the green islands forms 
the setting for some of the tales. These are both realis- 
tic and imaginative, they treat of ordinary children and 
their toys, but at times wonderful and mysterious 
things happen. Such stories please children, they deal 
with just the things they themselves experience in their 
games of fancy. Age: 5-9 years. 


JANSSON, TOVE. Hur gick det sen? (What happened 
then ?) Illus. by the authoress. 24 pp. Gebers. 
Tove Jansson has told stories before of the “mumin” 
gnome, the “mymla”, the “hemul” and other wonderful 
and fantastic beings. She has now made a picture 
book of them. It is very original and is lavishly made 
up. It is in crazy style, but the idea of the story is 
quite commonplace—about the little gnome who went 
to buy milk for his mother and had all kinds of adven- 
tures on his way home. The fascinating pictures are 
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in bright colours like theatrical scenery and all have 
mysterious peep-holes to the next incident. The 
colouring is, perhaps, unnecessarily vivid at times, 
some of the pictures being gruesome to very small 
children. I find that children of 7-9 enjoy the book 
most. 


UNNERSTAD, EDITH. Pysen (The Urchin). Illus. by 
Stella Falkner. 156 pp. Raben & Sjogren. 

Edith Unnerstad is one of our best writers for child- 
ren and her books are among the children’s favourites. 
This is a collection of stories about little 5-year old 
Patrick, known as “the urchin”. He is a delightful 
little boy, charming and gay and full of imagination 
and enterprise. Children read about him with delight 
and even grown-up readers succumb to his charm. He 
has a large and delightful family of whom Mrs. 
Unnerstad has written in earlier books, and in this 
book, as in its predecessors, she evokes the unconven- 
tional and friendly atmosphere of the home in an 
excellent manner. Suitable for children of 5-10 years 
of age and good for reading aloud in the family circle. 


LINDGREN, ASTRID. Boken om Pippi Langstrump. 
(The book about Pippi Langstrump). Illus. by Ingrid 
Vang Nyman. 233 pp. Raben & Sjégren. 

Astrid Lindgren is a writer of children’s books who 
has become very popular in Sweden in recent years. 
She has laid the foundations of her popularity largely 
by the three books about Pippi Langstrump, the little 
girl who is strong and rich and can do what she likes. 
They are now published in one volume with slightly 
amended contents and with many charming new draw- 
ings by Ingrid Vang Nyman. A beautiful edition and 
an entertaining book that can be read time and again. 
Age: 5-10 years. 
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NORDLANDER, GUSTAF. 
section). 

Mixing mathematical and geometrical knowledge 
into a tale spiced with excitement about boys engaged 
in detecting crime—that is what Gustaf Nordlander 
has done cleverly and in simple, clear style. His is an 
unusual book and unusually worth reading. For boys 


of 10-14. 


Gyllene snittet (The golden 
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Illustration by S. Lindberg from Krakel Spektakel. 


DAHLBY, FRITHIOF. Pricken ger tips (““Pricken” give 
hints). Illus. Stockholm 1952. 63 pp. 


Advice and hints mainly for scouts, but also for all 
camping enthusiasts who want to put up tents, cook 
meals in the open, fish, mend clothing, etc. Everything 
is illustrated by good and explanatory photographs. 
Certainly a desirable book for boys. A good adviser 
for unpractical or semi-practical campers. 





















‘SHELF 





Iden 


edge 
aged 
nder 
IS an 
boys 


give 


r all 
cook 
hing 
iphs. 


viser 




















THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF PAGE 165 











HASSELBLAD, INGEMAR. Sommardventyr pa Larsbo 
(A summer adventure at Larsbo). 


The book describes life on weekdays and Sundays on 
a comfortable hillside farm in Bergslagen. The twelve 
year old son and his companions have to help in hay- 
making, the small girls squabble, there is dancing round 
the maypole and the children get up a circus perform- 
ance of their own. The highlights consist of catching 
poachers and thieves who steal the church silver. 


The descriptions are simple and natural, yet exciting, 
and the style is readable. The book should please both 
boys and girls and is recommended for libraries. 


BERGMAN, STEN. Vildar och paradisfaglar (Wild 
animals and birds of paradise). Illus. with photographs. 
249 pp. Bonniers. 


This is an edition for the young of a book published 
earlier for adults. It describes an expedition made by 
the author to New Guinea in 1948-49 to study the 
local fauna. It contains all that is essential in the 
original edition, but addresses itself specially to young 
people, and Sten Bergman has the gift of clear, vivid 
and comprehensible narrative for children. His expert 
descriptions of the exotic animals and of the natives 
and their way of life are very fascinating. There are 
many, well-selected photographs. The author was 
awarded the Nils Holgersson plaque for this book, and 
the committee that awards it desired thereby not only 
to reward a good writer for children, but also to 
emphasise the importance of books on scientific subjects 
in the reading of young people. Age: 11-15 years, 
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HJELM, Eva. Per, Jorgen och insdagsmystertet 
(Peter, George and the Wednesday mystery). 147 pp. 
Bonniers. 

Detective stories are considered necessary nowadays 
even for children and young people, and this is an 
entertaining and well-written one. The events occur in 
a Swedish boys’ school, and pupils and masters are the 
leading figures in the plot. The scene is well described, 
the characters are vividly drawn and the tone of the 
book is humorous, healthy and natural. Age: 12-15 
years. 


KULLMAN, HARRY. Den spanska varjan (The Spanish 
Sword). 156 pp. Raben & Sjégren. 


Harry Kullman is an author who knows how to 
write for young people. His books have life and spirit 
and satisfy the youngsters’ craving for adventure. But 
they are always very well written and have some 
literary value. He is fond of dealing with the days 
of yore and this book is about Toledo in the days of the 
Inquisition. The character-drawing is entertaining 
and elegant and the period is well described. Exciting 
and delightful reading for boys of 13-15. 


MOHLIN, SAM. Flykten (The Flight). Illus. by Olle 
Hagdahl. 136 pp. Ehlin. 


This book of adventure in olden times in the North 
won the first prize in the publisher’s competition for 
the best book for the young and may be considered 
worthy of it. It tells of Ravn, a youth who ran away 
from home and became a slave in a strange village, of 
his escape and gradual advance to the status of a free 
man. ‘The description is vivid and exciting and the 
period appears to be genuinely depicted. It also tells 
us a lot about various trades and conditions of life at 
that time. Age: 11-15 years. 
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HOLMBERG, AKE. Fréken Tulpan (Miss Tulip) 
187 pp. Raben & Sjégren. 


Ake Holmberg writes well for boys and girls of all 
ages, but it is an open question whether he is not most 
successful in his novels for girls. Here he has made a 
delicate study of a shy and tender teen-ager. There 
are not many external events in the book. The girl 
Eva, inappropriately called “Miss Tulip”, spends a 
few weeks in the summer with her grandparents on the 
West Coast, is disappointed in a girl friend and meets 
her first love. But Eva is described with the eye of a 
psychologist and with tender understanding, and the 
other characters are also well drawn, often with humour 
and irony. There is a delicate summer atmosphere in 
the story. An excellent book for rather fastidious girls 
of 15 and older. 


SAARINEN, JONAS. Det hand vid granson (It happened 
on the frontier). 207 pp. Natur och Kultur. 


This is a tale of the Swedish-Finnish frontier in 1944. 
The hero is a young Swedish boy who works a barren 
little farm with his mother. He is tempted to become 
a smuggler in order to earn money, but is brought to 
see the error of his ways by the influence of the girl 
he is fond of. When crowds of refugees from Finland 
pour across the border, he devotes all his energies to 
helping them. The author possesses an austere and 
picturesque style and a good knack of evoking the 
peculiarities of people and nature far up in the north. 
As a description of refugees the book is excellent and 
the cruelty of war is illustrated in a convincing manner. 
It is a genuine and fine book for young people above 
the age of 15. 





Illustration by J. Kiddell-Monroe from Curlew Jon (Nelson). 


























Illustration by V. M. Williams from The Binklebys on the Farm 
(Harrap). 


Curiosities of the Past III 


“JUVENILE ESSAYS” 


“FIRST PRIZE 


| PAIR of the best 12 inch Globes, for the 
best Essay on Sacred Geography.. 

For the second best Essay on the same 
subject: A set of The Beauties of Dwight, 
4 vols., handsomely bound.” 


The Editor of The Teachers’ Offering for May, 
+ 1824, listed these inducements to young readers with 
similar solidly didactic presents for the best essays on 
“The Nature and Design of Our Blessed Saviour’s 
Mission on Earth,” and on “The Fulfilment of the 
Prophesies in the Destruction of Nineveh, Babylon or 
Jerusalem.” 





—— 


if the modern reader should experience surprise at 
the recondite nature of these subjects, he should express 
amazement at the erudite tone of the prizewinning 
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efforts, collected under the title of Juvenile Essays in 
114 pages of 18mo in 1825. Though, no doubt, it was 
merely by a happy coincidence that the author of the 
prizewinning essay on “Sacred Geography” turned out 
to be the fifteen-year-old son of one of the adjudicators, 
its style and composition are astonishingly adult in 
form and tone. Its general attitude and flavour are 
perhaps summed up in the following extract from 
the paragraphs dealing with Samaria. 


Pe ee ae el 


‘It is pleasant for the traveller to contemplate the 
desolate remnants of any place rendered famous 
by its mention in Scripture. When we muse over 
the relics of ancient grandeur we cherish no com- 
mon feelings, the most enlivening recollections 
arise in our bosoms. I would not here be charged 
with superstitious veneration; for rock-like would 
be that heart which could cherish such an apathy 
as would not delight to pause on the fragment 
which ‘tells the tale of other time’. 





Whatever his sources (and he quotes only Dr. Shaw 
and M. Belzoni) there can be no question of Master 
Robert Fletcher’s stamina. His essay is close on 9,000 
words in length, a very large task in longhand copying; 
and if literary adjudicators in his day did happen to 
take more notice of industry than inspiration, his prize 
was well deserved on grounds of application and con- 
tent. In content, indeed, the essay is dully factual, and 
Master Fletcher’s runner-up, Miss Mary Groom (16) 
imparts much more in the way of historical suggestion 
though she nowhere grasps the dramatic value of her 
subject. 


Master Joseph Sortain treating of “Christ’s Mis- 
sion,” dazzles the reader with theological pyrotechnics. 
“Unadulterated Philanthropy and disinterested bene- 
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volence,” he says, “may consistently be designated as 
exotics in this nether world . . . Mortals there are, 
from whose hearts emanate the purest unsullied prin- 
ciples of beneficence . . . But imperfection and alloy 
has constantly been concomitant with man.” Awesome 
words on the pen of one only just fifteen. 


Both essays in the third section deal with the destruc- 
tion of Babylon. Neither is sensational or suggests 
more than a formal knowledge of the subject. It is 
interesting, nevertheless, to find the runners-up in the 
first and third sections to be Miss Mary and Miss 
Sarah Groom respectively. 


“Tt is with the hope of exciting and encouraging 
youthful ardour, in the course of mental improvement, 
that Prize Essays have been invited in the Teachers’ 
Offering; and it is with the same hope, that the success- 
ful essays are now published.” 


Thus the Editor, though one suspects that the efficacy 
of the publication might little surpass that of many 
volumes of sermons published, in the same time ‘by 
Request’. After remarking on the advantageous 
position of contemporary youth in respect of reading 
and instruction, he says : 


“Read no books, but such as judicious friends and a 
tender conscience will approve. Value most of all those 
books which assist your endeavours to understand the 
meaning of the Holy Scriptures, and to derive from 
them the impressions they are designed to produce.” 


More or less close adherence to the latter dictum in 
particular would seem to account for the content, 
manner and impersonality of these collected exercises. 


A. R. WILLIAMS. 





Must it be Tenniel ? 


[The following letter from Mr. M. S. Crouch of Kent County 
Library raises a most intriguing topic. We should welcome other 
readers’ views.—Editor]}. 


Sir, 

I see that a well known publisher has announced a new edition 
of Alice in Wonderland and Through the Looking Glass, “newly 
illustrated in colour.” This raises interesting speculations. The 
Tenniel pictures are still in copyright while the stories are now fair 
game for any publisher. One hears rumours, perhaps unfounded, of 
an Alice illustrated by Mervyn Peake! 


This, it seems to me, is all to the good. No doubt some odd 
books will be designed, but these should affect Alice not at all. The 
book is big enough and tough enough to stand up to any sort of 
treatment. There have indeed been interpretations other than 
Tenniel’s including those by Rackham, Pogany and (though I have 
not seen this) by Marie Laurencin. None of these, however, has 
made much headway in popular esteem. Tenniel’s shadow lies over 
the book. His drawings have fixed, once and for all, for most read- 
ers, the physical aspect of character and incident. And yet, should 
this be so? Every great book is a quarry from which each artist 
must hack what he needs, and it would be good to see the individual 
and skilled illustrator going right back to the text for his inspirations. 
It should be possible to create a new Ugly Duchess and a White 
Knight who owes allegiance only to Carroll. The artist I should 
most like to see tackling this difficult task is William Pene du Bois, 
whose fantastic logic is so akin to that of Carroll. Among English 
artists Ardizzone would illuminate his gentler aspect. 


The Tenniel-or-Nothing School are due for some shocks in the 
near future. Those who, like myself, regard Tenniel with respect 
but without idolatory, can hope to see new light shed upon the 
infinite magic of Lewis Carroll’s enduring masterpiece. 


M. S. Croucn. 
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Notes from the Attic 


THE INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS FOR THE YOUTH BOOK—The 
second of these Congresses has been held during October in 
Zurich. It was attended by about 250 delegates including publishers, 
artists, authors, government representatives, teachers and others 
interested in children’s books. Talks were given by Mrs. Lepman 
of the International Youth Library in Munich; by Mr. Morris 
of the Hulton Press, by Erich Kastner and others. Brief notes 
were given on various aspects of Youth work by delegates from 
Denmark, France, Germany, Holland, Italy, Austria, Sweden. The 
pros and cons of legal prohibition of indecent and worthless literature 
were discussed by Dr. H. Lades of the Federal Ministry of the 
Interior, Bonn. Twenty-four countries were officially represented. 
The only British people present were Mrs. Travers (author of the 
Mary Poppins books), Mrs. E. R. Woodfield of The Junior 
Bookshelf and Miss D. J. Morrell of Woodfield and Stanley. 


In view of the importance of the work done and foreshadowed 
by this movement we propose in later issues of this magazine to print 
some of the speeches given and more detailed accounts of the aims 
and intentions of the Board of Trustees. 


INCREASE IN SUBSCRIPTION PRICE. 


We have been compelled, though most reluctantly, to increase the 
subscription price of The Junior Bookshelf from 8/6 to 10/6 per annum. 


We sincerely trust that our subscribers will not feel that we are 
unreasonable. The pre-war price was 6/- per annum for four issues. We 
now give six issues per annum and though we announced some time ago 
that two of these would contain only reviews we have nevertheless done 
better than our word by giving literary matter also in almost every issue. 
We expect to continue to do this and may indeed do better than our word 
again. 


CORRECTION—We regret that the publisher of Drover’s Road 


by Joyce West was wrongly given in our July issue as The Bodley 
Head. This book is published by Dent. 























Illustration by D. Roberts from The Secret of the Hidden Pool 
(Murray). 
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Illustration by G. Whittam from Muskoka Holiday (Macmillan). 


The New Books 
PICTURE BOOKS 


ArDIZZONE, E. Tim in danger. Illus. by the author. 
48 pp. 10} X 7}. ja ‘ O.U.P. 9/6 
There is one Ardizzone and Oxford are his publishers ! 
There is indeed one Ardizzone, and no one today so delightfully 
combines sweetness with strength. Those who have admired 
his recent work in line—notably in the Oxford Trollope and 
in Mr. Reeves’ latest book of verse—will know how his style 
has matured and strengthened, but he has lost none of the 
honesty and simplicity which first endeared little Tim to us 
so many years ago. Tim in Danger contains no surprises, and 
surprise is the last thing one wants from an old favourite. 
Instead it gives the reader what he expects as his right—rich 
humour, kindliness and a gallery of characters, some like Tim, 
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Ginger and Charlotte, old friends, some new to us, but all real 
people who go on living their lives after the book closes. The 
drawings of ships and people are vigorous, true and born of ripe 
experience. Mr. Ardizzone knows exactly how much acid to 
mix with his paint. 

Once again the publishers have matched Mr. Ardizzone’s 
art with colour-printing of the highest quality. How rare is 
it to see an artist’s work in its true light and not through a 
glass darkly. 


Stmont, M. Polly’s oats. Illus. by the author. 48 pp. 

10 x 63. , Faber 7/6 
A very good picture book from America Here are pencil 
drawings of almost the highest quality and not a word too many. 
Polly, the neglected carthorse, has personality, and the humour 
of her delineation takes away the slightest hint of sentimentality. 
Good draughtsmanship, a nice story with a satisfactory moral, 

well chosen words—what more could one want ? 


FOR CHILDREN UNDER TEN 
ALEXANDER, B. The Story of Jesus. Illus. by S. Larch 


88 pp. 73 xX 64. : , Muller 2/6 
Exuiott, G. Nursery rhymes. ” Tilus. 28 pp. 
74 X 63 ; Muller 2/6 


The best ‘of the Little Golden Books have been notable 
for the kind of good colour printing which one associates with 
France. Others in the series unfortunately, have been distin- 
guished by the vulgar drawing and cheap humour which one 
reluctantly recognises as a particularly Anglo-Saxon characteris- 
tic. These latest books are not in the lowest category, but the 
sugar has been added with too lavish a hand. The text of 
The Story of Jesus is an uneasy mixture of the Biblical with 
modern ‘fine’ writing. The books are undoubtedly cheap in 
both senses. 


Bosanquet, M. People with six legs. Illus. by 

R. Reckitt. 92 pp. 8 X 54. , ; Faber 7/6 
Belinda, like the immortal Alice, becomes small and goes 

into a strange world. Here it is her own garden, and the 
people she meets are insects. Ants, bees, dragonflies and beetles 

go about their daily tasks and show the little girl how they live. 
Belinda’s visits only occur now and again, as she has her ordin- 

ary life at home as well—in fact, when she has been talking 
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to the old Professor who lives nearby, we wonder whether the 
magic has happened at all, or whether all the adventures have 
taken place in her imagination only. However, they are as real 
to Belinda as though they were possible, and we learn a good 
deal about insects as the book proceeds. It is a pity that the 
woodcuts are, for the most part, unpleasing and even frighten- 
ing for a small child. 7-9 year-olds might well have the book 
read to them, and will, if at all interested in nature study, want 
to learn more about these creatures “with six legs.” 


BoyLe, J. Muskoka holiday. Illus. by G. Whittam. 

216 pp. 8 X 53. : Macmillan 8/6 
This story about a holiday i in the lake district of Ontario 

is pleasant enough, though rather tame. Two twelve-year-old 
girls meet, explore an island, follow trails left by an older 
brother of one of them, and eventually make friends with some 

girls in camp and help to check a forest fire and give a hand 
behind the scenes at a camp concert. The main theme is the 
growing confidence of Gail, the girl we meet at the 


j beginning as a shy little thing who doesn’t much like adven- 


tures; nevertheless she manages to do the right thing at the 
right moment and develops into a thoroughly dependable child. 
Neill, the brother who provides the trail for adventure, is 
conspicuous by his absence, and makes but a very brief appear- 
ance. This is definitely a story for the younger girl, especially 
for those who like larger print than is usual in an adventure 
story. Geoffrey Whittam’s drawings are good. 


, CARDEW, M. Mere Michel and her cat. 80 p 
>: eS ae ; Muller 7/6 
This book i is a classic of the French nursery, and may per- 
haps now become a favourite over here, especially for children 
who love animals. Written in the 19th century and illustrated 
in the style of the period (there are plenty of amusing drawings), 





it reads a little primly but most delightfully. Moumouth the 
guttersnipe cat, rescued by a kindly old Countess, loved by 
her faithful servant Mére Michel, and hated by the crafty 
butler Lustucru, nearly loses all his nine lives, but survives 
by the use of his wits and lives to a respectable old age “intact 
and celebrated,” while his enemy comes to a bad end. This 
is not a book which makes an immediate appeal by an attractive 
appearance, but once read by an intelligent child, one can 
safely say that it will never be forgotten, 
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Epwin, M. Curlew Jon. Illus. by J. Kiddell-Monroe. 
218 pp. 8 X 54. ‘ ; Nelson 8/6 

This very attractive ‘book set in Scotland should make a 
strong appeal to youngish boys, and girls too, who like reading 
about animals and birds and all things seen ‘out-of-doors, with 
a bit of salmon-poaching adventure thrown in. Chief human 
character is Jon, short for Jonathan, a rather shy, delicate boy 
who goes for his holidays to lovely Glennaruay, the Glen of the 
Roedeer. There he meets young Duncan Stewart, son of « 
forester, and his pony Kelpie; Timothy and Jane, who come up 
to stay with their uncle Dr. Ross, and Neil Ramsay, a young 
man disabled through an accident. Jon, who can whistle like 
a bird, is soon at home with these strangers and with the birds 
and animals of the Highlands and there are many fascinating 
stories woven into the main adventure, about Darkie the 
Squirrel, Old Bleary the one-eyed seal, and The Savage, a wild 
cat, in search of whom the boys nearly come to grief. 

Mrs. Edwin daughter of the late Professor Sir Arthur ( 
Thomson, is well-known for her “Round The Year” nature 
stories. Her old readers, and many new ones, will welcome 
this tale of mystery in the Highlands, in which the wild 
creatures definitely steal the picture, and our hearts too. 


Farjeon, E. The Silver curlew. Illus. by E. H. 
Shepard. 182 pp. 9 X 54. . s O.U.P. 10/6 
Everyone loves “Tom-Tit-Tot’. Its rich earthly humours 
are part of our heritage from childhood. And, as the Greeks 
took their ancient legends as the starting point of dramas, it is 
just that modern writers, provided they are possessed of the ] 
appropriate poetry and humour, should choose folk tales for the 
foundation of books of original genius. No one today, except 
perhaps Mr. de la Mare, has a greater right to explore, adorn 
and enrich the old tales than Miss Farjeon, in whom poetry, 
gaiety and mystery so happily are met together. Her version 
of “Tom-Tit-Tot’, in the fullest sense a re-creation of the story, 
not a mere retelling, has already been seen on the stage, and } 
the story form retains many hints of its dramatic origin. Miss f 
Farjeon has invented a sub-plot, many extra characters, and a 
glowing background, all of which are delightful in themselves 
and which blend most naturally. How subtle are the depart- 
ures from tradition; most of all the resolution of the riddle 
of the demon’s name, not by accident, as in the original, but 
by the courage and self-sacrifice of the queen’s sister. This is 
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a funny book, at times in the richest vein of English comedy, 
but like the very best funny books it is, behind the fun, serious 
and a little sad, with the gentle melancholy which haunts the 
lovely poem with which the story ends. 

Mr. Shepard has not entered the field of children’s books 
for many years, and we can merely say to him ‘welcome home!’ 
for, whatever the importance of his work in Punch, we remem- 
ber him most warmly as the artist who gave form and substance 
to Bevis, Mr. Toad and Winnie-the-Pooh. In The Silver 
Curlew he has matched Miss Farjeon’s gaiety and vision with 
drawings of exquisite charm and teeming vitality. He has, 
perhaps rightly, softened the terror of the scene in the woods; 
after all, this is primarily a comedy. 

What a privilege it is to open for the first time a book like 
this, in which the publisher has collaborated worthily with an 
author and an artist of genius to make a complete and flawless 


work of art. 
Graves, A. Mouse Tash. Illus. by B. Watson. 
39 pp. 84 X 6}. ‘ Faber 8/6 


Mouse Tach’s mother i is named Mag Nany Mouse, and his 
brothers are Enor and Anony. Not all “Miss Graves’ humour, 
however, is of this kind, and like Ostrobogulous Pigs her new 
story has pace and high spirits. It is perhaps fair to think that 
nonsense of this kind, nonsense of phrase and of idea, should 
not be spread over quite so long a book. This is a story to read 
aloud con brio, and even if the reader does not tire young 
listeners undoubtedly will. 

Miss Graves’ affection for her own fantastic invention 
is infectious, and she has a gift for words and rhythms which is 
rare in children’s books. The illustrations are not very clear, 
by no means worthy of their delightful captions. 


Hurt, F. Clever Mr. Twink. Illus. by N. S. Langley. 

123 pp. 74 X 5. . : Epworth Press 7/6 
Children who like “mystery” stories have usually grown 

out of the stage of enjoying the “talking animal” kind of book, 

but there are a few authors who can bring off this sort of 
adventure quite well. Miss Hurt has made a pleasant little 

tale out of the inability of Boffer, the policeman’s dog, to keep 
order in his village without the help of the astute Mr. Twink, 

a sleek and superior black cat belonging to a poet. Things are 
mysteriously vanishing, clues are left about in the shape of a 
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secret sign, and poor Boffer falls into the hands of the hooded 
gang himself before all is discovered and peacefully ended. 
There are some amusing characters among the animals—Fred 
’Edge’og the cockney, and the Irish rapscallion of a cat Captain 
Jake. 

The line drawings are adequate, and the book should form 
pleasant reading for the more intelligent 8-10 year old. 


Hittyarp, M. D. Minikin’s visit. Illus. A. H. 
Watson. 116 pp. 74 X 54. ' ‘ Dent 7/6 


It is not very clear for whom this book is intended. It is 
too long and difficult for very young children, whom the tone 
of the book suggests, to read for themselves, and heaven forbid 
that long-suffering parents should be required to read aloud 
the sugared phrases about Minikin’s exploits. 

This is perhaps unfair to a book which has a little charm 
and some genuine observations of the behaviour of five-year- 
olds. It would have been better, I think, had Minikin (which 
means ‘something small and nice’) been just a bit less sweet. 
The book brightens up considerably when she meets Mr. River, 
a young man of five who has some of the old Adam in him. The 
dialogue at this point is really excellent. But, alas, Miss 
Hillyard is too much under the spell of her heroine to make 
good use of her undoubted ability. May one recommend an 


injection of vinegar to counteract the effects of too much sugar ? 


Mr. Watson’s drawings are really good. 





Illustration by C. Hough from Hotel Doorway (O.U.P.) 
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Hocan, I. Peter Platypus. Illus. by the author. 
34 pp. 8? X 54. 2 , ‘ , Dent 4/6 
Not much of a story, but Miss Hogan has a gentle charm 
of style which is well matched with her accurate and humorous 
drawings of animals. Her humans are much less satisfactory, 
but they do not intrude much into this little book. An agree- 
able and remarkably inexpensive gift for a very small reader. 


Urttey, A. Little Grey Rabbit's valentine. Illus. 


by M. Tempest. 91 pp. 7 X 53 boards. Collins 3/6 
Utrtey, A. The Gypsy hedgehogs. Illus. by K. 
Wigglesworth. 69 pp. 7 X 54 boards. Heinemann 3/6 


Urtiey, A. Snug and the chimney sweeper. Illus. 
by K. Wigglesworth. 69 pp. 7 X 54 boards. 
Heinemann 3/6 
These delightful books are in a familiar mood and form. 
Little Grey Rabbit is as sweet as ever. The Little Brown 
Mouse books are beginning to make their way as serious rivals 
to the older series. Miss Wigglesworth, indeed, is now seen 
to be an artist of much greater range than Miss Tempest; her 
printers, however, are not always just to her. Almost alone 
among books for very small children today, these are better in 
text than in pictures. Mrs. Uttley dips once more into her 
inexhaustible hoard of country memories. Her stories ring 
absolutely true because they are rooted in the oldest traditions ; 
they are at once wise, funny and exquisitely phrased. The 
: Gypsy Hedgehogs is the most original and satisfying of the 


stories. 
Kinccome, R. F. Tales of a Chinese Amah. Illus. 
by Fei Cheng-Wu. 178 pp. 74 X 5. Nisbet 8/6 


The author puts these traditional Chinese tales into the 
mouth of her old friend and maid servant, Jung-Ni-Ni, a 
refreshing character who has a quiet humour and sane philo- 
sophy which come out in the telling of the stories. Some of 
these Eastern legends have strains of cruelty about them, and 
some are sad; their appea! will be to the girl who is interested 
in “stories from other countries” rather than to the little one 
who wants to be told a story, and they are beautifully illustrated 
in the oriental style by a Chinese artist. 


Lortinc, H. Doctor Dolittle’s Puddleby adventures. 
Illus. by the author. 255 pp. 8 X 54. Cape 9/6 
The last scraps and unconsidered trifles of the Lofting 
imagination have been gathered together to make a book which 
is full of delights and touched with the sadness of all last 
things. As all who love Doctor Dolittle (and what right-minded 
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person does not ?) know, Lofting had lived so long with his 
creation that there was always more material than could be 
crammed into the stories, teeming as they do with life and 
action. Here, then, are some of the stories which could not be 
squeezed into the full-length books. They include a highly 
characteristic detective story, featuring Kling the dog detective, ; 
a hilarious fragment about Jip’s attempt to establish a dog SAN 


ambulance, and one of Lofting’s finest conceptions, concerning 5 E 
the adventures of a maggot with the wanderlust. No posthu- - 
mous publication could enhance the reputation of Hugh Loft- 


ing; this confirms the conviction that his was one of the most 
tender, humorous and inventive minds of our century. 


Lovett, D. A. When the shadows dance. Illus. 

by J. Bruce. 159 pp. 73 X 5. : U.L.P. 6/6 

Nine stories for children up to about the age of 8. With 

two exceptions they are about everyday things, and in almost 

every instance the plot is resolved by a kind of deus ex machina 

—a kind lady, a soft-hearted farmer, a sentimental burglar, and 

so on. In an insipid way the stories appear harmless enough, 

but there may be some danger in showing the world to be so 

very easy a place to live in. The colourless nature of the 

stories is reflected in the illustrations which fail to add charac- 
ter to a dull book. 


Stl 


Mommens, N. Fifofus and the Red Indians. Illus. 
by the author. 30 pp. 10 X 73. , Faber 7/6 
Fifofus was a young mountain lion. He was, moreover, 
a lion of character and enterprise, and this story of his exploits, 4 
although slight in the extreme, has a positive quality which is 
as welcome as it is rare in books for very young children. As 
usual the pictures are much better than the words and one could 
wish that Mr. Mommens, who has skill and some good ideas, 
could have pondered his story a little longer before committing 
it to print. A charming and promising book, nevertheless. T 
Puituips, M. Annabel and Bryony. Illus. by 
P. Baynes. 252 pp. 84 X 54. ; O.U.P. 10/6 
I daresay this long tale represents a considerable imagina- 
tive feat, and it is brightly told, but its fairyland, populated 
by companies of elegant fairy soldiers, Hussars, Lancers, 
Guards, etc. in elegant Ruritanian uniforms, is not one | 
recognise. The fantasy does not convince me, and may well 
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offend the sound common sense of the sound common child. 
Even in the opening scene when a human family was making 
happy preparations for Christmas, the atmosphere did not ring 
true. 

Eleanor Graham. 


Sansom, W. It was really Charlie’s castle. Illus. by 


E. Hobbs. 24 pp. 7}? X 6}. Hogarth Press 3/6 
Sansom, W. The Light that went out. Illus. by 
E. Hobbs. 22 pp. 7} X 6}. . Hogarth Press 3/6 


There are few spectacles more embarrassing than that of 
a distinguished adult groping to try to find a child’s level. In 
these two books, really two short stories dressed up with in- 
different pictures, there is little to remind one that Mr. Sansom 
is one of the most promising of young English prosewriters. 
The style is flat, the manner at times so arch that one wonders 
if Mr. Arthur Marshall has been employing a pseudonym ! 
Writing for children is not as easy as this; it demands not only 
literary skill but also an attitude of mind which cannot be 
assumed at will. I look forward to Mr. Sansom’s next book 
for adults. 


STRACHEY, R. Moonshine. Illus. by S. Strachey. 
138 pp. 8 X 5. , : ; Heinemann 7/6 
I liked this book very much, partly because Moonshine is 
just the kind of wicked cat I find irresistible, partly because it 
seemed to possess in good measure a tough masculine quality 
which is absent from so much writing for children today. Mr. 
Strachey’s fantasy has just the right touch of conviction in it; 
the things which happen on this absurd expedition to the moon 
are described in such a matter-of-fact way that they become 
highly probable. The story is gay, exciting and conceived 
entirely on the child’s plane. The illustrations are spirited 
and appropriate. 


TomPKINS, J. The Red squirrel twins. Illus. by 

K. Wiese. 123 pp. 84 X 6. ; F Warne 6/- 
Miss Tompkins has already written about some attractive 

animals in her other “animal twin” books, and now Rusty and 
Chatterbox make their appearance. Red squirrels are delightful 
creatures, and the reader will sympathize with the small boy 

and girl in this story who capture the twins and want to keep 
them. He will rejoice, however, when they are given their 
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freedom again, and the humans take their proper place as pro- 
viders of good things for the little animals of the wild during 
a hard winter. Miss Tompkins does not stress the idea of 
“nature red in tooth and claw” although we meet some of the 
red squirrels’ enemies. These books for the 8-10 year-old will 
encourage a love of wild things, and this one in particular 
would make an excellent Christmas present. 


White, DD. T’ii tell you a Bible story. 120 pp. 
> = Sa ; : , Blackie 6/- 


There is room for a really good collection of Bible stories 
for children, attractively illustrated and retold in such a way 
as to make the characters live. It is a difficult task and would 
require exceptional qualities in the artist and writer. There is 
so much, particularly in some of the Old Testament stories, 
which is so utterly strange to a modern child, that skilful re- 
telling and some introduction to the life of the period is 
necessary. Miss White has done her best to give a background 
to the stories as she goes along, and to add touches of imagina- 
tion to make them more appealing to a child. The Prodigal 
Son sets off from home on a donkey, and the children of 
Matthew and Simon Peter are among those who run to Jesus 
for blessing. Sometimes this imagination is too freely used, and 
children may be puzzled if they read the original stories, refer- 
ences to which are provided at the head of each section. Some 
of the more familiar stories are left out, and it seems a pity 
that more of the original passages have not been quoted. For 
reading to younger children, or for 8-10 year-olds to read to 
themselves, this collection is adequate, but not in any way out- 
standing. 


Wituiams, U. M. The Binklebys on the farm. Illus. 
by the author. 128 pp. 74 X 43. d Harrap 6/- 


The Binklebys used to live in Marigold Street, which at 
times seemed not far distant from One End Street. Now they 
have gone to live in the country with ten thousand pounds (the 
blurb says five) won on the Pools, and reality has quite been 
left behind. This country is a cloud-cuckoo-land where farm- 
ing contrary to the witness of that charming book Room for the 
Cuckoo is done without anxiety or toil, where county show 
Firsts drop like the ripest of plums into the hands of novices 
and where floods pass with hardly a trace. Of course the book 
is meant to be funny, but it seems wrong even in the most 
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trivial of stories to present so thoroughly false a picture. In 
fairness, one should add that some of Miss Moray Williams's 
jokes are amusing, although one would wish the Binklebys 
were a little more likeable. 





Illustration by S. Macgregor from Storm on the Marsh (Dent). 


WoopueEap, C. The Story of Lazy Bush-Tail. Illus. 

by J. Wanklyn. 43 pp. 64 X 54. . Warne 3/6 
I hate being hard on books like this, which are inexpensive, 

and which have had real care taken over production, and colour- 
printing, but Warnes of all people must expect criticism of a 
book in the Potter tradition, to be based on the standards of 

the Master. It is instructive, after reading a nice little book 

like this, to go back to Mrs. Tiggy-W inkle and see how it should 
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be done. The lesson is clear enough. Compared with Beatrix 
Potter, Miss Woodhead has no gift for living phrases full of 
character and Miss Wanklyn has never looked at real animals 
and the living landscape. 

However, there are no more Potters, and many children 
will enjoy briefly the sentiment and the colour of this story 
(which is at least a third too long) and then forget all about it. 


FOR CHILDREN FROM TEN TO FOURTEEN 


Baker, M. J. A Castle and sixpence. Illus. by 
P. Fortnum. 167 pp. 8 X 5. Bodley Head 9/6 


save a few earnest and elderly young. Among the fustiness of 
so much children’s fiction it is a breath of life. A widow with 
four children, poor and cramped in their semi-detached town 
house, suddenly inherit a castle. This obviously leads to excite- 
ment of the most interesting sort. Not just a treasure hunt, 


round and an influx of new friends. Ragged Knights Castle 


through dark days they come to a rallentando of happiness in 
the end. 

Mrs. Martingale, who writes books, Petronella, Nicholas, 
Dinah, and Benjamin her children, the old dust-cart horse 
Fancy, the good angel publisher Mr. Pendragon, the mysterious 
limping boy, the villain Mr. Neatsfoot, the helpful Miss 
Button, these are not just names but. people, lively and intelli- 


affairs. 

This is easily the best book yet by a prolific writer. The 
illustrations by Peggy Fortnum reproduce clearly, look well 
with type and are always a delight. 


Cuance, J. N. Bunst and the Flying Eye. Illus. 
by Haworth. 183 pp. 74 X 5. , O.U.P. 7/6 
Combine Peter Cheyney and James Hadley Chase, extract 
from the resulting brew all sex, sadism and alcoholism; add 
generous helpings of Frank Richards and Bob Hope, with a 
flavour of Jimmy Edwards or Arthur English, sprinkle with 
inventions and you have some idea of the harmless but intricate 
idiocy of Bunst and the Flying Eye. Its pace is that of a 


A story, well-told, gay, eventful, that should please all f 
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Keystone comedy and except for occasional moments when 
the characters exhibit some new, unrealisable depth of stupidity 
there are no pauses for breath. This does not mean we have 
here a consistently successful comedy of criminals: there are 
times when the border between fantasy and farce grows vague; 
but Mr. Chance performs in a metier entirely apart and does 
it well considering that he is trying to do for younger readers 
what an occasional sport like Mervyn Peake or Gwyn Thomas 
does for adults. Haworth’s drawings add the final touch to 
this lovable lunacy and complete the illusion of a serial re- 
printed from a children’s page of Punch. 


CourtTNEy, G. The Chiltons. Illus. by S. & F. Stocks 
May. 213 pp. ‘ ; Nelson 6/6 

A straightforward, " unsophisticated and _ conventional 
“family” story about the four Chiltons and two newcomers who 
are to spend their holidays in the Rectory. They are quite a 
lively crowd—Kit, Fiona, Monica who is mad about animals, 
and young Peter, with cousin Jill, who lives with them. A 
bit overwhelming at first for Brian an artistic fifteen-year-old 
who is something of an invalid, and Hilary, who has lived with 
un-loving and unimaginative aunts and is shy and retiring. 
After some modest adventures, Brian and his amateur opera : 
usurp the place of the local poet, while Hilary’s problems are 
solved by kind, scholarly Dr. Leigh who lives on the island near 
the Rectory. 

One wonders whether the Chiltons would ever have been 
allowed to be so rude—under the Rectory roof itself—to their 
neighbour Mrs. Blake, overbearing though she was; or whether 
Hilary would have talked so much about being unloved and 
unwanted. But the story is easy to read and should please 
unassuming schoolgirls. 


; | Crisp, F. The Weird Archer. 190 pp. 8 X 54. 


The Bodley Head 9/6 

Had the publishers given Mr. Crisp’s latest novel a for- 
mat similar to that decided upon for his previous one, The 
Golden Quest, this would have been an attractive as well as a 
thoroughly interesting book. As it is, younger readers who are 
reluctant to embark on genuine historical fiction may be dis- 
couraged by the closeness of the print and the length of the 
page. For there can be no doubt that in historical matters the 
author is careful and colourful and in The Weird Archer 
achieves a Robin Hood pace and variety. If Tom Alwyn, 
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struggling against unscrupulous nobles to regain his Northum. 
brian inheritance, is not precisely a Robin in stature and 
situation, his companions, Curst Hobbie and Angel Geordie 
are very much Little John and Friar Tuck. Brown Rob, the 
mysterious outcast bowman who from time to time intervenes 
in the story, gives a name to the book and brings about the 
final doom of Sir Oswald Culver, Tom’s implacable enemy. 
The general bareness and harshness of life in the early six- 
teenth century is apparent throughout the book, as is the com. 
parative bleakness of the Northern countryside. There are 
plenty of good fights and still more anxious moments. Some 
readers may feel that Tom is unchivalrous to his chance help- 
meet, Margaret of Alnmouth, in his lack of sympathy for her 
compulsory betrothal to the aged Lord Adenwood but perhaps 
Mr. Crisp is historically sound in allowing her less compassion 
in 1520 than she might get today. 


Douctas, J. S. The Secret of the Undersea Bell. 
208 pp. 74 X 5. : , Muller 8/6 
Adventure stories which attempt to combine a strong 
occupational interest with an intricate plot too often turn out 
to be tediously technical on the one hand or artificially smart 
on the other. Mr. Douglas has numerous strings to his tale 
and ties all his ends neatly and convincingly. Ronnie Nordhoff, 
suddenly left fatherless as well as motherless, with the respon- 
sibility of a younger brother and sister, has ‘plenty on his plate.’ 
No one believes him capable of sustained effort in any direction 
and everyone is flabbergasted when he goes into business with 
two friends as an abalone diver, carrying on where his father 
left off. From this point he has to cope with local prejudice, 
unscrupulous competitors, and his own inexperience in the 
hazardous occupation of diving for abalones off the Californian 
coast. He has friends as well as enemies, however; neighbours 
who assist in the processing of his catches, local hoteliers who 
take a chance on his integrity and, above all, the unpredictably 
feminine Ginger, sister of his school friend, who straightens 
his business affairs and looks like being, eventually, his adoring 
but critical wife. The story proceeds, with mounting interest, 
full of exciting sailing and undersea incidents, some feasible 
amateur detection and a splendidly natural background of 
shifting personal relationships. The climax, which brings the 
friends a moderate fortune apiece through their recovery of a 
shipwrecked treasure, also resolves the complications of the 
plot to the reader’s satisfaction. 
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Dunn, M. We go to Denmark. Illus. 189 pp. 

4x4. , Harrap 8/6 
A simply written and very thorough Junior guide book 
to a small and fascinating country. Plenty of details—especial- 
ly less obvious ones, about eating, and shopping, and personal 
habits and so on. Lots of bits of history. Information clearly 
given, woven into the story of Jane and Michael’s visit to 
Copenhagen, the Danish countryside, and even a glimpse of 
Sweden. Photographic illustrations from the National Travel 
Association of Denmark, and some nice little black and white 
drawings. One adult traveller revived hapvy memories of a 

short holiday and greatly enjoyed this book. 


Epwarps, M. The Wanderer. Illus. by J. Wanklyn. 
253 pp. 74 X 5. ; ; Collins 8/6 
In the same “country life” tradition as its predecessors, 
this latest story of the Thorntons of Punchbowl Farm deals 
with Dion’s efforts to carry on the farm with a minimum ot 
help. Chalice the colt, and Peter’s tame rabbit cause much 
trouble by their frequent escapes and the reader wonders 
occasionally how the children can cope with so much farm 
work and still attend their school and do their homework. But 
the author faces this problem too and offers at least a partial 
solution by making her children naturally energetic and in- 
terested in many activities. 


The charm of these books lies in their naturalness and 
their picture of the best type of modern home where children 
have freedom to grow and to enjoy. The parents, however, 
play their reasonable part by being understanding and helpful 
when help is needed and at the same time they exercise sufficient 
control to prevent the children from becoming pert and unruly. 
The country scene is obviously drawn by one who knows it well 
and understands the charm of simple things. 


FancuioTti, M. A Bow in the cloud. Illus. by 
M. Leatham. 227 pp. 84 X 53. O.U.P. 10/6 
It was courageous of the author to think of turning the 
Bible story of Noah and the Ark into this long substantial 
account of it seen through the eyes of children who lived 
through the Flood. I was doubtful at first, as I began to read 
and looked at the pictures which suggested such modern 
children, but I was won over by the strength and depth of the 
imaginative conception. The author has entered so deeply into 
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it that the reader shares her vision and walks with her right 
into the Ark. The religious aspect of the story is played low. 
I am not sure whether the author was unable to accept it, or 
perhaps found it difficult to try to convey anything of the pur- 
pose and intention, the deep thought which lie behind these 
only-just-less-than-historical tales of the Old Testament. 
However, she tells it with a grave simplicity which suits the 
subject well. 

It is decidedly a book children could enjoy for itself alone 
and I hope they will have it given them without prejudice, not 
classed with Bible Stories, Legends and Myths, but put simply 
with other story books. So much of the Bible has been spoiled 
for generations of children by misguided adult pressure and 
misconceptions, that it would be worth much if those of today 
could discover some of its stories afresh. 

Eleanor Graham. 


FENNER, R. Cowboys, cowboys, cowboys. Illus. by 
M. de V. Lee. 224 pp. 84 X 54. Chatto & Windus 8/6 


In a time when the pulp magazines have debased the true 
glory of the old Western this book makes a refreshing reminder 
of the genuine interest of round-ups, rodeos and bronco-busting. 
In this varied selection of sixteen stories there is only one con- 
cerned with warfare and gunplay and, with the rest, it has been 
carefully chosen to meet the tastes of really young readers who 
can appreciate the strenuous aspects of life and work in cattle 
country and among American cattle-ranchers. One or two, 
perhaps, are rather too juvenile in tone for the rest but all have 
a natural charm which needs no violence to make it attractive 
to the present generation. Many of the stories are themselves 
concerned with children or young people and this alone would 
make the anthology unusual and welcome. Manning Lee's 
colourful, mobile dust-jacket illustration makes one wish some 
of his illustrations to the text had been in colour too, but even 
in black and white they are more than adequate. The large 
type and wide spacing should make the book attractive also to 
the reluctant reader. 


Fenner, P. R. Horses, horses, horses. Illus. by 
P. Crowell. 238 pp. 84 X 54. Chatto & Windus 8/6 


This is one of the Triple Titles series, of which others 
are concerned with Cowboys, Indians, and Pirates. A series 
taken over from America (I only guess), and reproduced with 
American spelling in this country. There are seventeen short 
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stories about horses, all set in America, with mustangs, cow- 
punchers, pacers—nothing of the gymkhana pony, pink-coated 
huntsmen type which are the real loves of the girls who will be 
drawn towards this title. What will seem strange too, is that 
most of the riders in these stories, are not, as they would be 
in this country, girls. Here are violent adventures with tem- 
pest and rivals and rascals: calf-roping, round-ups, pacer 
races; the versatile lovable animal proving itself heroic seven- 
teen separate times. 


Fixnctay, W. Peril in the Pennines. 195 pp. 74 X 5. 
Harrap 7/6 
Peril in the Pennines belongs to the ever increasing genre 
of holiday adventure stories, with a quite average complement 
of two boys, .two girls and one widowed father as dramatis 
persone and a blind but clairvoyant gipsy added and a treasure 
thrown in for good measure. ‘The holiday, in Ribblesdale, 
would have been a good one, anyway, with four enthusiastic 
cyclists and hikers based in a delightful country house surround- 
ed by some of the most striking scenery in England, and the 
more commonplace holiday bits are enjoyably done. <A novel 
interest is added to the tale by those incidents concerned with 
the sport or science of ‘pot-holing,’ though treatment of that 
theme is eventually indirect. After a ‘conducted’ visit to the 
comparatively safe Garth Pot and an unintentional expedition 
in a disused lead-mine, the friends find themselves pot-holing 
with a vengeance when they decide to explore the outlet from 
a secret room in Garth House and find their return cut off by a 
rock-fissure. The suspense of the concluding seventy pages 
which describe their wanderings in cramping tunnels and rocky 
caves is at times almost terrifying and may teach a serious 
lesson to those who so far know nothing of the dangers of 
spelacology. The ‘treasure’ is a novel one too—the discovery 
of an archaeologically priceless cave-drawing of prehistoric 
beasts and men. Though the writing is occasionally naive the 
story is excellent entertainment and lightly instructive. - 


Fitzroy, O. Wandering Star. Illus. by S. Rose. 
254 pp. 74 X 5. F , , , Collins 8/6 
Smuggling in the little fishing port of Worldsend in 
Sussex; a boat called Wandering Star, manned by Scottish 
fishermen, which has made its way down South from northern 
waters; a Scottish boy called Sandy, sent South for his holidays 
with two girl cousins, Jane and Dinah Savile; ponies and a 
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white mouse: these are the main ingredients of Miss Fitzroy’s 
latest, lively book. There are plenty of excitements, and a 
welcome avoidance of Pony Club talk and custom, though the 
ponies are important people in the story. The book opens 
rather slowly, and in these days it is quite a shock to read about 
a young schoolboy being brought early morning tea in bed by 
a maid. One or two other small details jar slightly, but it is 
perhaps ungrateful to quibble. The main story goes with a 
swing, once we are into it, the dialogue is brisk, and the boy 
and girl readers will thoroughly enjoy the companionship of 
Sandy, Dark Fergus, the two girls and the horses. 





Illustration by S. Strachey from Moonshine (Heinemann). 


Guittot, R. Sirga. Illus. by J. Kiddell-Monroe. 
175 pp. 74 X 5. ‘ : : O. 


The movement of this story is a slow and majestic one, 
following the career of Sirga the young lioness and Ule the 
son of an African chief, with the dignity and simplicity that 
belongs to their wild life. Brought up together the cub and 
the baby boy become almost as brother and sister and when 
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later separated by war in the jungle village, seek each other 
by a kindred instinct, finally to take their places once more as 
heads of their village and kingdom. The author reveals an 
intimate knowledge of the jungle and its ways and translates 
that knowledge into a unique and impressive story, coloured and 
warmed by a sympathetic understanding and deep insight. The 
death of Niora the old lion acts as a prelude and is only one 
of the many moving pictures that impress themselves upon the 
senses. The quiet rustle and stealth of the wild African scene 
is here suddenly broken by trouble that stirs and trembles and 
finally crashes upon partakers and watchers while the ensuing 
calm drifts slowly in, breathing a hushed and fervid peace 
upon man and beast. So is the reader carried, lifted and 
swayed, throughout the book, by M. Guillot’s powerful writing. 
The translator has captured perfectly the atmosphere and spirit 
of the tale while Miss Kiddell-Monroe’s illustrations have the 
same high artistic tone and feeling. 


HaMPppvEN, J. (Ed.) Sea Dogs and Pilgrim Fathers. 
Illus. by C. W. Hodges. 247 pp. 74 X 5. E. Ward 10/6 


There have been many fresh collections of records of 
Elizabethan voyages, and there is always ,room for another 
for these tales have a perennial fascination. The hardships 
which were undergone by the crews of these tiny ships are at 
times almost incredible. The perils of storms and treacherous 
coasts; of famine and scurvy, were the normal hazards of their 
trade or their piracy; and to them often enough-had to be added 
the dangers from enemy ships and from the heathen seamen of 
the Moslem galleys. William Magoths, for instance, sails in 
the ‘Delight’, with ninety companions, and after a voyage whose 
purpose was obscure, was shipwrecked at last off Cherbourg, 
and reached England with five other survivors. Here too is 
the more famous voyage of William Adams, who after a peril- 
ous journey, which involved wintering in the Magellan Straits, 
reached Japan, where he was constrained to stay till his death, 
held in great honour but longing for the home and family he 
Was never to see again. 

Mr. Hampden’s selection is well’ chosen. Many of the tales 
come from Hakluyt but some are from other sources, and are 
less well known. All bear the stamp of the strangeness and 
freshness of that fabulous age. The illustrations to this very 
pleasant edition are from the experienced hand of C. Walter 
Hodges, and the frontispiece is particularly charming. 
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Heratp, K. Crab the Roan. Illus. by P. Biegal. 
158 pp. 8% X 54. ‘ ‘ ; ‘ Black 8/6 


Hitison, D. The Secret Silver Canyon. Illus. 
176 pp. 74 X 5. : ‘ ‘ Muller 8/6 





This is the story of the ugly duckling that turned out a 
swan—an old story, but none the worse for that. Anna, the 
heroine, is in the habit of stealing rides on the pony that is used 
by her father’s employer to take him round his estate. Unfor- 
tunately, the horse looks so well under the saddle that his 
owner (who is well aware of Anna’s doings) decides that he is 
too good to be wasted in a trap and sells him. An elderly, 
common-looking roan is bought in his place, and Anna thinks 
her heart is broken. However, handsome is as handsome does, 
and the roan turns out to be a first class performer, and does 
all that Anna could ever hope. 


There is plenty of conversation in the book, so it should 
appeal to those whose views on books tally with those of Alice. 
There are also some very exciting descriptions, notably those 
of a hunt and of a point-to-point meeting. The characters of 
Anna, her brother Gus, and her friends Chris and Conrad are 
nicely drawn and contrasted, and if some incidents are a little 
improbable, they do not stretch credulity beyond breaking 
point. Though there is no marked originality in the story, and 
the experienced reader will be able to forecast the ending 
without much difficulty, the reader’s interest is held by the brisk 
pace and the variety of incident. This is a book that will 
appeal to girls perhaps rather more than to boys, but it should 
prove a welcome addition to anyone’s library of pony books. 


An unusual and thrilling story set in the wilds of Canada. 
It begins reasonably enough with a party of schoolchildren 
helping to fight a forest fire, and follows their adventures when 
the fire cuts them off from their way home and they become 
hopelessly lost. For the most part it passes the crucial test of 
appearing possible while being read and it is not until the last 
few chapters that events become wildly improbable. By this 
time, however, the reader’s imagination has been firmly gripped 
and is held to the last. Suitable for either boys or girls from 
10 to 16 years old, and with some good characterization. 
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Hocc, G. The Riddle of Dooley Castle. Ullus. by 
‘Maz’. 231 pp. 84 X 54. ‘ ; Nelson 7/6 


Mr. Hogg is a tireless storyteller. As an uncle on a wet 
summer evening or during an attack of measles, he would be 
a great success. He has one formula, which he here exploits 
for the ninth time. A group of children (we meet the same 
ones again and again, but they remain monotonously ‘flat’ 
characters), are put down in some new, real location, this time 
the southwest tip of Ireland. They explore and wonder if any- 
thing is going to happen, then become involved in some highly 
improbable adventure from which they emerge as heroes and 
heroines. The story is well-told, with clues spaced out during 
the first holiday days of sea and boat and bathe. ‘Then the 
excitement mounts and all reality is left behind. We are in 
that world of evil strangers up at the castle and captive 
children; stolen jewels, messages in the night, an autogyro on 
the lough. At last Scotland Yard are called in and there is 
a final showdown with the searchlights of the rescue craft 
glinting in the dark water. The sort of story that should be 
produced in paper covers for train or beach reading, nothing 
here worthy to survive for anyone’s shelf. 


Horowitz, C. The Boy’s handbook of play ideas and 

things to do. Illus. 64 pp. 94 X 64. 
Chatto & Windus 6/- 

Horowitz, C. The Girl’s handbook of play ideas and 

things to do. Illus. 64 pp. 94 X 64. 
Chatto & Windus 6/- 
These two books form part of a series designed to show 
children from the ages of 9 to 13 how to make simple toys out 
of materials ready to hand in the home. They are very like two 
books by W. Schloat called Playtime for you and What 
shall I do ? except that this series has line drawings instead 
of photographs. All the things to make are of the type most 
small boys and girls like to play with—simple puppets, dolls’ 
furniture, etc. while there are useful hints also on sending 
messages in code, using the semaphore alphabet, making club 
buttons and the hundred-and-one things that children like to 
do in their spare time. A little adult supervision would be 
needed for some of the hobbies, but for the most part children 
could manage them alone. The series is not yet complete. For 

ages 9 to 13. 
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Howarp, E. North winds blow free. 192 pp. Ky 
74 X 5S. ‘ ‘ Bodley Head 7/6 | 
A ‘homespun’ | story “of Americans a hundred years ago, 
The cosiness of a home where Aunt Crick is always baking 
cookies and the boys work hard on the farm and Elspeth is 
courted and dreams of love. The excitement of being a station 
on the ‘underground’ route helping escaped slaves to journey 
from the south into safety in Canada. The adventure of mov- 
ing to Canada, father is a rabid abolitionist, to start Freedom 
Village to help slaves to begin new lives as free men. The 
anxiety of Elspeth, worrying about her young man and over- 
coming her dislike of the move. Happiness and fulfilment and 
romance in the end. A pleasantly told story for girls with just 
enough thrill to spice the over-sweetness. 


























Illustration by C. W. Hodges from Sea Dogs and Pilgrim Father: 
(E. Ward). 
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Knicut, F. The Golden monkey. Illus. by J. S. 
Goodall. 196 pp. 8 X 5H. : Macmillan 10/6 


There is an old-fashioned, but nevertheless welcome 
flavour about The Golden Monkey. One can imagine Capt. 
Knight setting out to put into the modern idiom something 
of the kind of tale which must have attracted him when a boy, 
the kind which sent its reader up into the rigging in the teeth 
of the Cape Horn gales, and down between decks to grapple 
with the problems of life in sailing ships. There is something 
thoroughly healthy about this type of story, having its roots in 
reality which makes it very much sounder than so many of the 
modern tales with their febrile violence and strained situations. 
True one imagines that Capt. Knight rather underpaints his 
picture. There are no villains to the piece, and even Cape 
Horn blows no real hurricanes into the voyage of the clipper 
ship ‘Merry Maiden’. The consequence is that the tale may 
well be a little staid for some tastes, yet there is a sustained 
level of interest which drives it handsomely through its occasion- 
al doldrums. It is good enough to make one very much wish 
to read a story by Capt. Knight in which the seamier side of 
sailing life should not be quite neglected; young stomachs 
would not thereby be turned, and the tale would gain by it. 
The book is soundly written and well illustrated and produced, 
and altogether an excellent half guinea’s worth. 


LaGERLOF, S. The Further adventures of Nils. LUllus. 
by H. Baumhauer. 246 pp. 8 X 54... Dent 8/6 


Another volume is now added to the Children’s Illustrated 
Classics published by Dent and again we have a production 
that befits a work of lasting value. This is the continuation of 
Selma Lagerlof’s The Wonderful Adventures of Nils the 
Swedish classic, already published in this series, and the boy 
turned elf is still living with the wild geese, understanding 
them and the other animals and becoming involved in a series 
of varied and vivid adventures. Karr the dog, Greyskin the 
Elk, and Helpless the grass-snake are amongst the animals 
whose characters and personalities stand out sharply against a 
well coloured background, each one lending thought to the story 
and wisdom to Nils who finally returns to human form as a 
pleasanter and more understanding individual. Each incident 
has something of the eternal folk tale character, a haunting 
echoing note, and is stamped with the true story teller’s art. 
This translation is a shortened version of the original and its 
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length enables it to have a good bold print suitable for and 
more attractive to its younger readers. The coloured illustra- 
tions are not particularly bold but pleasant and apt enough 
while those in black and white are most impressive. 


Lane, C. D. Treasure cave. Illus. by the author. 
283 pp. 74 X 44. . Muller 8/6 
By present standards Tr reasure Cave is extraordinarily 
good value for money. Its scene is American—the coastal 
waters of Maine—but its background, small-boat sailing, is of 
much wider interest. Seamanship, in fact, holds the limelight 
even though the plot concerns three boys who undertake a self- 
supporting holiday in an old sloop and get the job of stooging 
for the sea-sequences of a super-colossal feature film. Com- 
plications arise through their interference with the double- 
crossing activities of the director’s right-hand man and a 
youthful film-star’s passionate desire to do things (particularly 
sailing) for himself. ‘Through the medium of the need for 
instructing the latter, and one inexperienced member of the 
Altair’s crew, the technique of sailing is fully explained and to 
aid the ignorant the text is larded with simple diagrams which 
demonstrate the more difficult points. This unusual idea 
interferes less than might be expected with the progress of the 
story and most nautical matters are made to crop up incidentally 
though here and there a forced note appears. There are minor 
inconsistencies: the Altair’s ballast is lead on page 84 and iron 
on 109, and on page 250 the dinghy is chocked in place though 
sketches and plans of the Altair elsewhere show no accommoda- 
tion for a small boat on deck. Such discrepancies do not mar 
the all-round entertainment and instruction of a long, exciting, 
adventurous yarn which blends the old and the new in the 
science of sail. 


Leinster, M. (Ed). Great stories of science fiction. 

318 pp. 8} X 5}... ; : Cassell 15/- 
The most informative comment on the dozen stories includ- 

ed in this bulky collection is ready-made in the Introduction 

and the Editor’s Preface. As these do not lend themselves to 
quotation the quality and content of the items can be emphasised 
simply enough by remarking that all eschew phenomena which 

are not scientifically imagined developments of known data. 
Their models are in the work of Wells, Stapledon, Huxley and 
Orwell, not in “the trivial but engaging fantasies of the space- 
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opera hack, busy manipulating his androids, his atomic power, 


og inter-galactic ships and his telepathic monsters” Not all are 
ae ominous, some border on the hilarious and more than one has 


‘a tense atmosphere of detection. Above all, the emphasis is 
human, not mechanical. Science fiction, at all levels, has come 
to stay. This anthology should help to show the younger 
8/6 reader what is to be gained by study of its more literate forms, 

and what entertainment and information are to be gained from 


Ng 
“ the imagination of writers who take a serious delight in develop- 
of ing scientific themes. 
light § Lewis, C.S. The Silver Chair. Illus. by P. Baynes. 
self- 217 pp. 8 X 53. _ , , ‘ Bles 10/6 
ging This is the fifth book in the Aslan-Caspian series by the . 
‘om- author, so most people will be prepared for the powerful quality 
ible- of the imagination, the good writing, and the allegory. Per- 
d a haps they will also expect that strange lack of tenderness which, 
larly to my mind, weakens the effect and the value of the work. It 
for is striking in the descriptions of human character and behaviour, 
the seeming to imply great contempt for the human race. Mr. 
d to Lewis calls the boy and girl on whom his story depends (one 
hich can hardly describe them as hero and heroine) “Scrub” and 
idea “Pole”. He makes them as unattractive as those names sound. 
the They are poor, despicable creatures, serving as guinea pigs tor 
cally the demonstration of an idea. The author displays their 
inor weaknesses, their shabby conduct, and exposes them to indigni- 
iron ties, without pity. I felt this was a bad approach if he wished 
ugh to stir young readers, for in real life and to critical eyes, they 
oda- themselves are probably as scrubby and unglamorous as this boy 
mar and girl—as indeed we all are, seen without sympathy from 
ing, a sufficiently lofty standpoint. But while we are children we 
the see neither ourselves nor others with such appraising eyes. 


Children do not regard each other with just that ruthless 
scrutiny, though their eyes may be searching. They are, perhaps 
unconsciously, more aware of human kinship, and have a simpler 





5/- sense of values. To them, I feel sure, C. §. Lewis’s portraiture 
lud- will appear unjust, unkind. Also, it offers little inducement to 
tion read on through the book, and is not likely to fire the imagina- 
he tion to the point at which the meaning of the allegory will 
ised become plain and sink in. 

hich More than once as I read, I reflected on the truth of the 
ace. text, “Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels... 
mre though I understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and have 


not charity, I am nothing.” Eleanor Graham, 














PAGE 200 THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF 





Lownoes, J. S. The Blue Train. Illus by M. Gernat. 

252 pp. 74 X 5. - . : ‘ .Collins 8/6 
This thrilling fictional biography of Anton Dolin, dancer, 

born Pat Kay the Irish boy, is one which will have great 
appeal for balletomanes of all ages. It tells the whole story 

of the boy’s training, both at the famous Italia Conti’s dramatic 
school and also at the less well-known school of classical ballet 
conducted in Chelsea by the Ballerina, Astafieva, formerly of 
the Imperial Russian Ballet. There are vivid pictures of Pat's 
first appearance in a charity show at Brighton, then under the 
great Seymour Hicks, in “Bluebell in Fairyland”, and as the 
little boy John in Dion Boucicault’s production of “Peter 
Pan”. . . Later, there was his success with the Ballet Russe 

in “The Sleeping Princess”, and through succeeding triumphant 
stages to his first really great part ; the Beau Gosse in “The 
Blue Train’ ballet as Serge Diaghileff’s leading male dancer. 


It is a story of success through hard work; for whatever 
his or her natural talent, a ballet dancer will only “arrive” 
by discipline and practice. An exciting and fascinating story 
with names of well-known theatrical and ballet people crowding 
the pages. The mental development of the Irish boy through 
adolescence to brilliant young manhood is particularly well 
done. We can see it all, how it happened that Pat Kay, son 
of an unimaginative father but a very understanding mother, 
came to be Anton Dolin the ballet star. 


Miss Joan Selby-Lowndes, who knows her ballet technique 
has made herself a reputation with such books as Mail Coach 
and Royal Chase. She has surely never done a better piece 
of work than The Blue Train. It is a glowing book, with 
characters painted bright and clear but with sincerity. 


MASEFIELD, J. lLarking at Christmas. Illus. by 

S. Hughes. 191 pp. 73 X 5... ; Collins 8/6 
Miss Masefield can write; she knows the ingredients of 

a good story, she has a keen sense of comedy and an eye for 
character. In spite of these qualities, however, this book does 
not leave a satisfying impression in the reader’s mind. It seems 
restless, too full of events all happening at once, and with so 
many minor characters all talking in their own peculiar cockney 

or country idiom that one becomes irritated by them. Cer- 
tainly, life can be like this, but it needs “trimming” to make 

a good story. The central idea is good: John, presumably 
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about 11, and his sister Judy, to enliven what might have been 
a dull Christmas, write and produce a play in the village hall. 
All the family, the servants and the “locals” join in, and despite 
atrocious weather, and the help and hindrance provided by the 
cast, the play is successfully put on, to the benefit of the local 
hospital. ‘“Larking”’ is the right expression for what everyone 
in the story seems to be doing; the book shows what fun 
amateur theatricals are, at least for those taking part, but if 
the author had handled her material with greater restraint a 
better piece of work would have resulted. Shirley Hughes’ 
drawings are excellent. 


Meaper, S. W. Whaler round the Horn. Illus. by 
E. Shenton. 244 pp. 7X5. . Museum Press 7/6 


Mr. Meader has taken a leaf from Melville’s book, not 
only in writing of the adventures of Rodney Glenn, a New 
England boy who runs away from home to serve aboard a 
whaler, but in allowing the White Whale to make a brief 
appearance which results in his young hero’s being marooned 
on a tropical island. The incident lends new interest to a tale 
which might have been a little less than ordinary if devoted 
entirely to whaling and sailing. In both aspects it is informative 
and swift-moving with no attempt to glamorise the past or to 
conceal the hardships of the sailor or the castaway. The end- 
ing, in which Rodney is lucky enough to attract the interest and 
assistance of a prosperous trader in Hawaii, and to dispose of 
a handful of pearls picked up during his castaway days, seems 
entirely right, and the incidental pictures of South Sea life and 
people add to the colour of this racy tale which has its roots 
firmly in colonial history. The illustrations are not only well- 
executed but well chosen. 


Myers, T. W. Ed. The Rucksack book. Illus. 
200 pp. 84 X 54. : ; Blandford Pr. 7/6 


“Rucksack” because so many different things have been 
packed into it ? This book is a medley of short stories, articles 
and puzzles, intended primarily for Guides. Many of the 
articles are on handicrafts, nature study, camping and Guide 
activities. An international flavour is introduced by a story 
from Denmark, and a description of Guiding in the Australian 
Bush. Others besides Guides should find plenty to interest 
and entertain in the mixture, 
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The numerous black and white illustrations are mediocre; 
but the three cclour plates are delightful especially the two 
reproductions of Rowland Green’s paintings which accompany 
an article on bird watching. 


NEEDHAM, V. How many miles to Babylon. Illus. 
by J. Bruce. 191 pp. 73 X 5. ‘ Collins 8/6 


There is nothing very lively nor original in this story which 
slips into the novelette style of a bygone era. It is about a 
lonely 12-year-old girl orphan with orange hair and emerald 
green eyes who is dropped from the heavens into the quiet 
household of a widowed architect and his delicate 14-year-old 
son. The girl is a stock character, wistful, haunted by half a 
tune which she strums out on pianos, and going about asking 
strangers to finish it for her. Of course, by devious means, 
it leads to a romantic outcome—in this case the recovery of her 
long-lost mother, thought to have died of T.B. in Switzerland 
some years before. There is none of the freshness of real life 
here. 


Eleanor Graham. 


Newsom, J. Rogues yarn. Illus. by P. Hepworth. 
187 pp. 8} X 54. , ; ; Faber 9/6 


Mr. Newsom creates an atmosphere of progressive sus- 
pense in a story of pretty straightforward detection to which 
the sailing and boating hazards of the Norfolk Broads provide 
a lively but always relevant background. The fortunes of his 
young investigators fluctuate rather as the winds by which they 
steer their yacht, and the interest of the plot is increased by 
the author’s permutation of the family groups at his disposal 
and his unobtrusive use of the technique of showing one group 
in action at a time while we wonder eagerly how the others are 
getting on. Perhaps he plays a little unfairly towards the end 
in delaying so laboriously the mobilisation of police and other 
non-military forces, but even such hedging is a welcome anti- 
dote to the more usual facile mobilisation of army, navy and 
air force at the whim of some very special agent. An interest- 
ing aspect of the story is the matter-of-fact reference to the 
alcoholic indulgence of the grown up characters and the illicit 
experimental smoking of the teenage boys. The numerous 
illustrations include a detailed sketch-map of the relevant area 
of the Broads, 
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Osmanp, E. A Valley grows up. Illus. by the author. 

82 pp. ; O.U.P. 12/- 
The companion volume to the present work The Map that 
came to Life was a very good book; this, by another author, 
seems even better, perhaps because of the fascinating continuity 
of development in the pictures. The idea, that of illustrating 
in ten colour plates the slow process of historical change through 

seven thousand years in a characteristic corner of England, 
carried out with great imagination and fidelity, and with a care 
to detail which sends one back time and again to consider some 
modification or human addition to the landscape overlooked at 
first view. The plates are supplemented by careful pen draw- 
ings which make plainer the more important advances, particu- 
larly in building. Finally, the letterpress is very full and inter- 
esting and on the whole very accurate, though the account of 
the open fields system for example, generalises on lines which 
would perhaps not be supported by more recent research on 
this subject. There can be no doubt that this work will prove 
deservedly popular. It is a wholly admirable and absorbing 


production. 
ParvoEk, M. The Boat seekers. Illus. by B. Kay. 
192 pp: 8 X 54. . Hodder & Stoughton ; 9/6 


‘Bunkle’ was never a favourite of mine, and to find his 
creator writing about a fresh group of people is something of a 
relief, the more so as the children in this tale, even if cut 
rather conventionally, are pleasant companions for an hour or 
two. Mary, John and Peter like “messing about in boats” and 
Mary in particular has a fondness also for adventures which 
she gratifies at all costs. Where no mysteries exist, she will 
contrive to invent them, as in this book. So we get some sail- 
ing, some suspicious characters, some smuggling (possibly) and 
some nice and rather harassed grown-ups, much bewildered 
by complications which need never have happened but for 
Mary’s imaginative flights. Here, then, is a tale competently 
written and mildly exciting, which deserved much better 
illustrations than it has received. 


Pottarpv, A. O. The Buckled wing. 264 pp. 
74 X 43 , ‘ Hutchinson 7/6 
No doubt there i is little that is new in the separate in- 
cidents of this new story of David ‘Crasher’ Wilshaw, here 
investigating a case of aerial sabotage, but they are combined 
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into a perfectly balanced narrative involving a boy witness and 
unscrupulous executives. The structure of the plot would 
satisfy adult connoisseurs of detective fiction. The writing is 
clear-cut and unhurried and no explanations are shirked; even 
a piece of financial jiggery-pokery is explained with a straight- 
forward clarity which ‘even a child would understand’ . Per- 
haps death appears, at least once, in guise a little too stark for 
juvenile readers, but taken as a whole and as a book of its 
class, The Buckled Wing must take some beating. 


Pupney, J. Tuesday adventure. Illus. by L. Kenyon. 
205 pp. 74 X 5. ; Evans 8/6 


When an adventure n moves * quickly and is studded a 
ingenious new ideas and hairbreadth escapes, the reader willing- 
ly suspends any disbelief and cannot put down his book till he 
has discovered what happens next and next and next. I can 
understand why Mr. Pudney has become such a popular writer 
for boys and how it is that his tales are demanded again and 
again for radio. The new ‘Fred and I’ story, is set in Norway. 
The two boys are as alert and courageous as ever and Uncle 
George, the scientist from Fort X, still skates on thin ice 
over violent dangers. Mr. Pudney’s unfailing imagination has 
produced a new array of improbable happenings in which 
international crooks, futuristic machinery, shootings to kill, 
ski-ing, speedboats, caves, submarines, days in the sun and nights 
in the snow, are happily mixed. A major misprint on the end- 
paper maps will no doubt deluge the publishers with letters 
from small bright boys. 


RarTrery, G. Snow Cloud. Illus. by I. Hofbauer. 
159 pp. 74 X 5. ‘ ‘ Bodley Head 7/6 


A story in the same tradition as The Yearling and My 
Friend Flicka. Ken is another rather solitary young American 
in jeans, figuring things out for himself as he works on his 
uncle’s farm and roams the mountain country of Vermont. 
Here we see him learning much from, and teaching a little to, 
a wild white horse with whom he falls in love. It is the sort 
of ‘out back’ life—work in the fields, football games, skirmishes 
with cattle thieves, prowling days on the wooded hills—that 
any country loving child will enjoy reading about and vicar- 
iously enjoy. Less sentimental than the Flicka story, less 
elaborate in background and feeling than The Yearling it is 
full of a simple enthusiasm for outdoor life that is contagious. 
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The illustrations by Hofbauer break into the book with 
a good feeling of wildness and unrest, but this artist needs a 
bigger page to show at his best. 


SAVILLE, M. The Secret of the Hidden Pool. 
Illus. by L. Roberts. 151 pp. 74 X 43. John Murray 7/6 
One of the most difficult tasks a writer may undertake is 
the attempt to transmit in words the private world into which 
childhood imagination transforms some special portion of a 
known and visible terrain. More credit, therefore, to Mr. 
Saville, for his success in conveying the personal essence of 
“Billy’s Kingdom”, the tract of wood, stream, rock and cliff 
which forms the main background of this holiday adventure on 
the Dorset coast. Into it, as allies, come Mary and Mike and 
Uncle Jim, and, as ‘enemies,’ a mysterious man and wife who 
are about some secret business which brooks no interference 
from their camping neighbours engaged in a tentative treasure 
hunt. The countryside and its history underlie the events of 
the whole story and provide for the narrative a firm base of the 
kind too rare in modern children’s fiction. The book should 
be thoroughly enjoyed by children up to thirteen years of age. 
Mr. Roberts’ illustrations are pleasing even if his people are 
not very pretty. Incidentally, though it takes over fifty pages 
to get Mike and Mary to Dorset the journey and its antecedent 
— are every bit as interesting as the development of the 
plot. 


SAVILLE, M. Christmas at Nettleford. Illus. by 

J. Kiddell-Monroe. 192 pp. 73 X 53. Hodder 
& Stoughton 8/6 
It is difficult not to appear over-enthusiastic about this 
gripping, ably-written, delicately sentimental and entirely whole- 
some family story which combines with such sympathetic insight 
the warm, safe life of the child at home and the often frighten- 
ing but always exciting world of the child at play. In picking the 
Christmastide for his setting Mr. Saville no doubt enjoys a 
certain initial advantage in pleasurable associations and auto- 
matic approval, but to give freshness to so well-worn a theme 
needs not merely a thorough re-mixing of well-tried ingred- 
ients but good hands as well to give the product an appetising 
flavour and a palatable texture. The ingredients here include 
end of term, Christmas presents, snow, church affairs, ‘gang’ 
warfare, a nativity play, a cycling accident, a chicken thief and 
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domestic concord, to name but a portion. Mr. Saville’s genial 
management of such diverse elements makes a delightful yet 
not extravagant tale, most happily illustrated by the gifted 
creator of Wonk. 


StrEET, P. Whipsnade. Illus. 128 pp. 84 X 53. 
U.L.P. 12/6 
This is the first full-length account of Whipsnade as a 
zoological experiment. The author is a Fellow of the Zoo- 
‘logical Society and an M.Sc. and writes with enthusiasm of the 
foundation, growth and future prospects of the open-air zoo. 
It has the approval of the Director of the Regents’ Park Zoo 
and of the Superintendent of Whipsnade. Written in a read- 
able style, yet in some detail (giving scientific facts and noting 
all the problems such an enterprise entails), the book is also 
well furnished with good photographs. : It is entirely suitable 
for boys and girls of 12 and upwards and will stimulate many 
young naturalists to visit Whipsnade and to study animals and 
birds more closely for themselves. 


SutcLiFF, R. Simon. Illus. by R. Kennedy. 257 pp. 
83 X 53 : ; ‘ ‘ ; O.U.P. 10/6 
Miss Sutcliff is a good storyteller. She draws her charac- 
ters with a persuasive pen and with considerable imaginative 
insight. She reconstructs scenes admirably. Yet, a graph of 
my interest as I read through this long book would have shown 
marked fluctuations as enthusiasm waxed and waned. I suspect 
that the book was written over-hastily, before the mass of 
material which had been accumulated for it had dropped into 
its proper perspective, and I felt that cutting and trimming 
would have strengthened both the picture and the grip of the 
story. Perhaps second thoughts might also have defined the 
religious scene to better purpose. 


Having said so much, let me proceed to praise Simon as 
a gallant hero, and Corporal Zeal-for-the-Lord Relf as an 
outstanding figure on a lesser scale. Simon, indeed, was three 
dimensional, coming right out of the paper to you, a whole 
person. There are poignant pictures of the English country- 
side torn by a war in which both sides were Englishmen, often 
from the same village, perhaps even out of the same house, 
and though there is a certain amount of reference to the 
Cavaliers as the lordly ones, it has to be understood that this 
was no class war. Both sides came from all ranks of society. 















PAGE 208 THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF 





All were desperately and earnestly convinced of the rightness 
of their beliefs. I have often hoped that someone would write 
a story of the Civil War which would cut right through the 
familiar conventional pictures of “Cavalier” and “Roundhead”, 
and clarifying the issues with honest appraisal but, good story 
as this is, it does not do just that. 


I admire Richard Kennedy’s work, but have seen it to 
better advantage than here, and felt that he also seemed to have 
been working too rapidly to do himself justice. He has an 
unusual feeling for personality, and his portraits here score, 
but scene and general action pictures lack definition and don’t 
convince. 































Eleanor Graham, 


Syme, R. Champlain of the St. Lawrence. Illus. by 
W. Stobbs. 128 pp. 74 X 5. Hodder & Stoughton 6/6 


This brief biography of Samuel Champlain, Frenchman, 
fur-trader, founder of Quebec, is based mainly on his own 
diaries, from which many quotations are included. Between 
the extracts Ronald Syme has taken the opportunity to write 
up adventures with Red Indians, scalpings, burnings, grim win- 
ters of scurvy and starvation, journeys into the interior, the 
shooting of ‘rapids, tales of heroes and traitors, all the nimbus of 
excitement with which the life of a pioneer in a new country 
is surrounded. But it is that diary which gives this slight book 
value; it is not just an adventure, but rooted in truth. 





Trease, G. The Silken secret. Illus. by A. Jessett. 
148 pp. 8 X 54... ; : ‘ Blackwell 9/6 
Geoffrey Trease is a reliable storyteller. This new 
eighteenth century drama with its atmosphere of coffeehouses, 
sedan chairs, a fire at the mill, a chase through a nobleman’s 
maze, its collection of colourful characters, simple plot and 
unfearful excitement, will suit all ages, and be just the book for 
(if such occasions still exist) family reading round the fire. The 
orphan boy out to seek his fortune is a hero who has never 
failed to arouse sympathy and the story unfolds artfully enough 
to keep us wanting to know what happens next. The mixture 
as many times before perhaps, but most competently stirred. 
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Trinc, A. S. Penny Penitent. Illus. by T. R. 
Freeman. 206 pp. 74 X 5. ‘ O.U.P. 8/6 


Penny is a delightful child and if her creator could achieve 
only a little more fluency of narrative might rank as one of 
the immortals of children’s literature. For an author who has 
been commended for infusing new vitality into the moribund 
school story and giving an exciting interest to beautifully 
ordinary people, Mr. Tring’s story is oddly stilted at times, 
though its separate incidents are well-conceived and executed. 
It has the air of a book in part dictated to an amanuensis 
rather than written, however bittily, with completely personal 
spontaneity. In one matter, though, Mr. Tring excels—the 
semantics of schoolgirl patois: refreshingly so. ‘Golly Gosh 
and Great Gumble Glue Pots” is vintage in expletives, equalled, 
in another idiom, by the conjugation of “Eileen, thou leanest’’. 
The children in this book are well done, the grown-ups not 
so well, and one rather wonders whether, in that realm of 
characterisation, the author is relying too much on the fact 
that this present book is the third of a series. He is well served 
by his illustrator who contrives to ‘catch’ Penny every time. 


Wiccin, M._ Fishing for beginners. Illus. by 
W. J. Pezare. 143 pp. 7 X 44. ; Phoenix 8/6 


Mr. Wiggin has written a very neat and companionable 
little book which could go with advantage on to the bookshelt 
of any budding fisherman. It is put together racily and with 
an entertaining lack of angling snobbery. To say that all fish 
come alike to Mr. Wiggin would be an unjustifiable aspersion 
on his angling skill, but he shows nearly as much enthusiasm 
for the lowly gudgeon as for the brown trout, and that is 
perhaps the truest test of devotion to the sport. As befits a 
writer whose experience has been most varied, he is most help- 
ful and explicit on the matter of tackling all kinds of fish, and 
finally, he has the sound taste to dislike live baiting. 

The book is neatly got up and pleasantly illustrated and 
fulfils its title to perfection. 


Witicock, C. Come niestiiied with me. Illus. 
155 pp. 74 X 5. y ; Muller 9/6 


Mr. Willcock wrote a highly readable and informative 
book in Come Fishing with me, in which he dealt with bait 
fishing of all kinds. He has followed it with a companion 
volume on fly fishing which uses the same plan of instructing 
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both us and Mr. Willcock’s nephew Bob, at the same time. It 
has at least the advantage of enabling us to tangle our lines 
and crack off our trout flies vicariously. Not that Mr. Will- 
cock is concerned solely with trout of course. He writes of all 
fish that will rise to a fly, and these are more numerous than 
many fishermen imagine. There is an interesting and not too 
specialised chapter on the etymology of the river, as well as 
the usual sections on equipment and technique. The illustra- 
tions are clear and thoroughly to the point. The book is 
admirably designed for the young fisherman who has the good 
fortune to be able to cast a line over waters where fish will rise ; 
and it should be not without profit to his more experienced 
elders. 







Witson, A. C. Norman and Henry Bones Investigate. 
Illus. by K. Beauchamp. 215 pp. 74 X 5. Methuen 9/o 






Four tales of somewhat uneven workmanship comprise 
this latest addition to the chronicle of Children’s Hour’s cele- 
brated boy detectives. ‘The story of the vanishing ’bus is well 
moulded and concise: the ringing of a phantom telephone starts 
a chain of inquiry which covers much ground but at least ends 
where it began; but the tales of arson and smuggling display 
weaknesses reminiscent of Conan Doyle at his worst. In all 
four stories there is a lack of conviction in the relations between 
the boys and officialdom; and in their relations with grown-ups 
generally the authentic assurance which Charles Hawtrey has 
lent to radio productions is noticeably lacking. The problems, 
however, are solved by the combination of common sense and 
happily accurate memories which makes these stories whole- 
some and interesting fare for the young reader not yet steeped 
in police procedure or criminal technicalities. Kenneth Beau- 
champ’s illustrations are well chosen and quietly executed. 


FOR THE INTERMEDIATE LIBRARY 





Acorn, R. H. Riding high. Illus. by M. Lyne. 
254 pp. 83 X 54. . : Hurst & Blackett 15/- 





This is the story of a young American and the various 
horses that he has owned or ridden. It starts with a lively 
mule that was borrowed from a neighbouring farmer, and that 
his mother allowed him to ride as it was so safe. In point of 
fact, the mule invariably galloped home full-tilt, and provided 
an excellent training in bold, if not very elegant, riding. 
Eventually, Robert Alcorn persuaded his family to buy him a 
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pony, and really started to learn about horsemanship and stable 
management. 

In the course of describing his adventures with this and 
several other horses, the author gives an excellent picture of 
leisured country life in America. In addition to the American 
scene, there are descriptions of hunting in England, Ireland, 
and France, and in each case the characters of the sport and of 
the participants are most amusingly drawn. In addition to the 
horses there are a number of memorable human characters— 
Benny, the groom, Doc Fortune, the vet., and Ernie the general 
tracer who could be guaranteed to find any piece of equipment 
required provided he could find the energy to dig it out. 

The book is written primarily for adults, and one or two 
chapters would doubtless have been omitted if it had been 
prepared for children. There is a certain amount of bad 
language—but not very bad, and it could hardly cause offence. 
The whole atmosphere of the book is so cheerful and open-air 
that it can hardly fail to be enjoyed by any boy over the age 
of twelve who is interested in horses. 

The half-dozen illustrations are pencil drawings which 
fit in pleasantly with the character of the text, but one has to 
turn the book sideways for most of them, and this seems un- 
necessarily tiresome for illustrations of this kind. In other 
respects the make-up of the book is attractive and it is nicely 
printed on good quality paper. 


ALLEN, A. The Story of Michelangelo. Illus. 
198 pp. 84 X 54. . . Faber 12/6 


This is the story, told in a simple yet lively manner, of the 
life of a great artist, set against the picturesque and squalid 
background of the Italian renaissance, with its riches 
and poverty, generosity and envy, with intrigue prevailing over 
plain dealing. This proud and solitary genius was time and 
time again forced to modify or abandon the work in hand, at 
the behest of some pope, cardinal or duke. Some lament the 
passing of the great days of patronage, but Michelangelo had 
sO many patrons cajoling or commanding him, it is a wonder 
he ever finished anything. His final achievement was the great 
dome of St. Peter’s. But his ill-fortune persisted after his 
death, for its setting was altered and its view obscured. His 
frescoes have been altered or destroyed. Yet his name and fame 
have endured as one of the greatest masters, and that is why 
this book should be welcome to young readers who will perhaps 
never see more than a few fragments of his actual work. 


For every girl who looks to the future 


THE ARTI OF 
HOME-MAKING 


by Gilda Lund 


The author’s first book The Art of Growing 
Up proved her ability to see things from 
a young girl’s point of view. Her second 
book is full of practical advice on such 
subjects as cookery, housework, parties 
and furnishing, of great value to all girls 
who are looking ahead to a place of their 
own, and who are meanwhile taking an 
active interest in the family home. 


With drawings, photographs and an index 
School edition in limp covers gs. 6d. 
Bound in boards 7s. 6d. net 
bs el 4, 
THE EDUCATIONAL SUPPLY ASSOCIATION LIMITED 
Esavian House, 181 High Holborn, London, W.C.| 
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New Books this Autumn | 
from BURKE 


B.B.C. CHILDREN’S HOUR ANNUAL 
EDITED BY MAY E. JENKIN 

Now a Christmas favourite, this year’s Annual is better 

than ever, crowded with the lovable creations of both 

Television and Radio. Lavishly illustrated. 10/6 net 


: 
¢ GIRLS BOOK OF BALLET i 
: EDITED BY A. H. FRANKS of The Dancing Times # 
Features by leading ballet personalities. Over 160 photo- 
graphs with four in full colour. 12/6 net 
' BOYS BOOK OF THE NAVY | 
# BY Lt. Compr. P. K. KEMP, R.N. (RETD) 

# The author is Archivist and Librarian at The Admiralty, # 
; . and has written a book of absorbing interest, with nearly  % 
200 photographs, charts and diagrams. 8/6 net 
LOST PLANET Angus MacVicar 
This is the fifth book by Angus MacVicar to be serialised 

_Z on the B.B.C. and was acknowledged one of the finest 
@ serials of the year. 7/6 net : 


BROGEEN AND THE GREEN SHOES 
Patricia Lynch 


The newest title by this favourite Irish author. Delight- 
fully illustrated by Peggy Fortnum. 8/6 net 


The third in the “I’’ Series, this book tells the story of 
General Gordon. Is a worthy successor to “EI Captain 


I GORDON OF KHARTOUM Ronald Symes | 
Anson” and “I Mungo Park.” 9/6 net i 


55 Britton St. 
London E.C.1 








WOCDFIELD & STANLEY 


have much pleasure in inviting all 
librarians to visit their new London 
branch 


THE 


Children’s Bookshop 


64, Great Russell Street, W.C.1 


(OPPOSITE THE BRITISH MUSEUM) 


Whiie this shop has been opened 
primarily in order that librarians and 
teachers may have a comprehensive 
collection of the best children’s books 
always available for imspection in 
London, it will at the same time offer 
to the general public a stock much more 
comprehensive and of a higher quality 
than is normally to be seen in retail 
bookshops. Between 3,000 and 4,000 
titles always in stock. 
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